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To lead and not to follow 

In this issue we look at the growing hysteria across 
Europe over immigration. Barely a week goes by 
without another lurid headline over porous borders, 
the changing face of Britain and foreigners exploiting 
the system. 

Unfortunately too many Western Governments are 
caving in to the media hysteria, growth in far-right 
parties and an uneasy electorate. 

There are undoubtedly real issues and sometimes 
legitimate concerns over pressure on public services 
and the exploitation of immigrants by unscrupulous 
employers, but this should not deflect us from doing 
what is morally, socially and economically right. 
It takes a bold Government to argue the case for 
immigration but that case has to be made. After all, 
our public services would break down were it not for 
recent immigration, London would come to a 
standstill, and our pension system would collapse 
with our declining birth rate and increasing lifespan. 

But we need to do more. We need to learn from the 
US where immigrants become Americans in a way that 
is unrecognisable in the UK. The second and third 
generation descendants of Asians and Afro-Caribbeans 
are actually now British, not immigrants as the media, 
politicians and the general public like to believe. 

Of course there are political risks with being bold but 
the present policy of using immigration to boost the 
economy while publicly promising to clamp down is 
unsustainable. It is the duty of politicians to lead even 
when their decisions might initially be unpopular. 


Hope in humanity 

Last month I visited Rwanda and saw first hand how 
the country was moving on from the atrocious 
genocide of 1994. Almost one million people (out of 
a population of nine million) were butchered in ten 
weeks while the world, and in particular the UN 
leadership and the French army, looked on. A further 
two million people were made refugees and today one 
million children are orphans. However, the country 
has found a way to reconcile itself with its recent past 
through the prosecution of those responsible, 
reconciliations, the banning of the Belgian-created 
Hutu and Tutsi classifications and ongoing 
memorials and commemorations. Now people are 
just Rwandans. 

However depressing and intractable things can 
sometimes seem in Britain, the experience of 
Rwanda should give us all hope that, given a 
chance, the decency of human beings will eventually 
shine through. 


Happy festive period 

We hopes that all our readers have an enjoyable 
and restful festive period. Over the past year we 
have successfully halted the advance of the BNP 
and through the Hope not Hate campaign begun 
to involve the mass media and household celebrities 
in the campaign against extremism. However, the 
struggle goes on and we hope to see even more people 
active in 2008. ~= 
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immigration are 
gripping public 
discourse and creating 
headline-grabbing 
initiatives by 
politicians. But, as 
Nick Lowles explains, 
the movement of 
peopleisareality and 
the sooner we can 
accept this the quicker 
we can solve the 
problems that do exist. 
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Fearand Loathing 


ardly a day goes by when the 
spectre of immigration does 
not loom large over the 
breakfast table. Over the past 
two months the media have dished up a 
steady serving of horror stories about 
rising immigration, the undercounting 
of migrants, illegal workers and strains 
on our public services. 

Whatever the issue the general theme 
running through most of it is that 
Britain is full to the brim but the 
Government’s “open door” policy is 
letting an unknown number of 
foreigners into the country unchecked 
and that as a result we, good law- 
abiding Britons, are losing out. 

Much of continental Europe appears 
to be gripped with the same fear and 
loathing. The anti-immigrant Swiss 
People’s Party (SVP) won the most 
votes in the country’s recent general 
election on an openly racist ticket. 
In Italy, the centre left government has 
disgracefully begun rounding up and 
deporting Romanians (Roma people) in 
the capital on the suspicion that they 
might commit crimes in the future, with 
no legal redress. In France, the National 
Assembly recently adopted legislation 
to toughen immigration laws, including 
a controversial plan to introduce 
voluntary DNA testing. 

Back in Britain the debate has 
gone further. Amid growing public 
anxiety about immigration and the 
changing face of Britain the shadow of 
Enoch Powell is emerging and the very 
concept of a multicultural society is 
again under question. A Conservative 
Party candidate in a very marginal 
constituency preferred to stand down 

rather than apologise for saying that 

Powell was right. His Tory bosses, 
while distancing themselves from 
his remarks, appeared to have no 
intention of dropping him as a 
candidate. 

There is undoubtedly growing 
anxiety about the social and economic 
impact of immigration. Local 
authorities are correct in asserting 
that the undercounting of migrants 
has left them with a growing financial 
burden, which  disproportionately 
affects authorities in poorer areas 
where migrants congregate but which 


are least able to support them. Schoo. 
and local education authorities ha 
been affected, especially in more rur 
areas, by the rise in children fe 
whom English is not the first languag 
Social cohesion is more difficult with 
an increasingly transient population, 
especially when people of different 
backgrounds, traditions and languages 
are brought together. 

Economically, the rise in migrant 
workers, especially from eastern 
Europe, has had an impact on 
indigenous workers. Although the fear 
that migrants will undercut wages is 
sometimes more a perception than 
reality, certain groups and trades have 
experienced cuts in real wages and 
overall the number of migrant workers 
who earn less than their British 
counterparts has kept down wage 
inflation. A member of the Bank of 
England’s monetary policy committee 
confirmed this latter point recently. 

While immigrants contribute more 
to the economy than they take out in 
services and benefits, there is a detri- 
mental impact on poorer communities. 

Immigration has now become 
Britains number one political issue. 
A decade ago only 3% of people 
identified it as the most pressing issue 
of the day. Last month, obviously 
encouraged by the merchants of doom 
in the media, a staggering 41% marked 
it as their key issue. 

In response, both the major parties 
are vying with each other to appear i 
tough on immigration. The Queen’s 
Speech announced the sixth piece of 
major legislation in the past decade 
with plans for the introduction of a 
points system based on the Australian 
model to curtail immigration from 
outside the EU. The Conservatives’ 
improvement in the polls has been 
put down partly to David Cameron's 
tough talking on immigration. While 
he has lambasted the “open door” policy 
of the Government, he has not given 
any specifics on how he would 
actually reduce immigration bar his 
call for the introduction of a separate 
border force. 

In truth, this is mere posturing. 
Any attempts by the Government to 
“clamp down” on immigration will fail, 


as this Government has presided over 
the very rise in migrants in recent years. 
They will also fail because migrants 
have fuelled Britain’s current economic 
boom and the Government will not 
want to change this in the near future. 

The Tories will fare no better. 
Despite the increasingly strong words 
from Cameron and his Shadow Cabinet 
the honest truth is that without pulling 
out of the EU, tearing up all 
international treaties and accepting 
economic decline, there is little they or 
any other political party can do. 

This is the crux of the problem 
and neither of the main political 
parties appears willing to recognise it. 
Having an honest debate about 
immigration, and accepting certain 
politically unpalatable truths, is 
considered political suicide. However, 
without this honesty, there can be no 
real solution. 

Only the Liberal Democrats appear 
to have grasped the reality, though they 
can do so in the luxury of being in 
perpetual opposition. 


The immigration realities 
Despite the strong words of the media 
and the chest-beating politicians there 
is very little room for manoeuvre. 
Without withdrawing from the EU or 
totally rewriting existing agreements, 
there is nothing the British can do to 
restrict the movement of people within 
it. Even the current restrictions on 
the employment of Bulgarians and 
Romanians cannot stop citizens of both 
countries travelling here. 

Most of the talk is of curtailing non- 
EU immigration, but even here there is 
far less scope for change than politicians 
like to believe. Take, for example, illegal 
immigrants. Tory plans to strengthen 
border controls and the Government’s 
own points system will have very little 
impact. Despite lurid media images of 
people clinging onto the bottom 
of trains or trucks, the vast majority of 
illegal immigrants in Britain are 
overstayers. That is they have been 
allowed into Britain legally but have not 
returned home as intended. 

Another large component of foreign 
nationals in Britain is students. 
Numbering over 300,000 they provide 
substantial funding for British 
universities and colleges, as well as a 
highly trained workforce. 

As far as those already here are 
concerned, again there is a political 
reality which no one seems to be willing 
to accept. To deport the estimated 
600,000 illegal immigrants would cost 
at least 44bn, require the army to 
enforce and probably lead to riots in 
many British cities. Accommodation 
would have to be found or built to house 
these people, the courts would be full 
for years and airlines would have to be 
ordered to take these prisoners, because 
they have already indicated their 
opposition. And what of the 
dependents, especially the children born 
here who are legally entitled to stay? 

It is a policy that will not work and 
will not happen. 

Then there are the economic realities. 
Migrant workers fill key gaps in the 
labour market at the top and bottom 
end of the system. Three quarters of 
those who work in the finance sector in 
the City of London are foreign 
nationals. They might make a bigger 


contribution to the overall economy 
than the cleaner or public transport 
worker but without the latter the former 
could not function. 

With an ageing population our 
economic need for migrant workers will 
rise substantially. In 1930-there were 30 
people of working age for every 
pensioner. At present the ratio is four to 
one, but by 2050 this will drop to two 
workers for every pensioner. According 
to the consultancy firm Aon, Britain has 
already got the worst state pension deal 
in Europe, paying pensioners an income 
equivalent to just 17% of average 
earnings, well below the EU average of 
57%. The next worst is the Netherlands, 
but that country still provides a 
state pension double that of the UK. 
The honest truth is that without 
more people of working age we are 
consigning the older generation to 
increasing poverty. 

This is a problem across Europe. 
In Italy, the number of people over 60 is 
equivalent to 42% of the working 
population and will rise to 53% by 2020. 
France has one of the lowest labour 
rates in the world, with just 41% of 
the adult population working, and 
yet public debt, including pension 
liabilities, runs at 120% of GDP. 
Germany already has 20 million 
pensioners and one of the lowest 
birth rates in Europe, though at 1.37 
children per woman this is still higher 
than Italy and Spain. 

The British people, like those on 
the Continent, have to face this reality. 
On current trends, our growing number 
of elderly people will live in increasing 
destitution. The Office for National 
Statistics has recently revised upwards 
its projections for Britain’s population, 
based on increasing immigration, which 
provides one solution to the pension 
funding crisis. It is a choice that at some 
stage politicians have to be bold enough 
to put to the British people. 

The growing movement of people is 
a reality of the modern world and a 
consequence of the increasingly free 
movement of capital and _ trade. 
Contrary to the media's obsession 
about Britain being a “soft touch’, 
migration is an international 


phenomenon. A recent report by the B 


Organisation for Economic Co- 
operation and Development (OECD) 
discovered that over four million people 
had entered OECD countries on a 
permanent basis during 2004/05, the 
most recent period for which data are 
available, which accounted for a 10% 
increase in immigration. 

Flows were highest in the United 
States, Spain, the United Kingdom and 
Canada, but the increase over the 
previous year was greatest in Ireland, 
Korea and New Zealand. There was also 
significant temporary labour migration 
(1.8 million for the OECD as a whole), 
in particular in Australia, Canada, 
Germany, Japan, New Zealand, the 
United Kingdom and the United States, 
countries where for the most part, 
permanent immigration is also high. 

Commenting on the report, Angel 
Gurria, Secretary-General of the 
OECD, said: “Migration is part of the 
solution for labour shortages and 


BRITS ABROAD: the top countries 


Resident Britons 


Australia 1,300,000 
Spain 761,000 
United States 678,000 
Canada 603,000 
Ireland 291,000 
New Zealand 215,000 
South Africa 212,000 
France 200,000 
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population ageing in OECD countries, 
but to take full advantage of it, effective 
integration policies are needed, in 
particular in the realms of education 
and the labour market.” 

This is the crux of the issue. 
Migration is a reality of the modern 
world, especially when economies are 
growing, and an economic necessity for 
the developed countries, but how can 
this be achieved in a manner that does 
not alienate indigenous peoples? 

There is no easy answer, but here are 
some thoughts. 

Firstly, we need politicians to lead an 
honest debate about immigration and 
its economic and social consequences. 
Without such honesty, which we are not 
hearing at present, there can be no real 
answer to the problem. 

Secondly, British people cannot be 
won over to the presence of migrant 
workers without economic security. 
The fear of losing jobs and being 
undercut by eastern European workers 
is fuelling hostility towards them. 
One simple step would be for the 
British Government to introduce 
the European Temporary Agency 
Directive independently of the EU 
(even though Britain is the prime 
mover in blocking its implementation 
in Brussels). By giving temporary and 
new workers the same employment 
rights as any other workers this 
legislation would go some way to 
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ending the exploitation of migrant 
workers by unscrupulous employers. 

Added to this there has 
to be improved enforce- 
ment of legislation 
such as the minimum 
wage. Even when trans- 
gressors are caught, 
which is very are, 
the penalties are insuffi- 
cient to make employers 
act differently. 

Migrant workers, already 
fully trained and sometimes 
better trained than their British 
counterparts, and who are often 
willing to work for less money, are 
increasingly attractive to employers. 
To offset that, the Government should 
dramatically expand its apprenticeship 
programme, with perhaps tax incentives 
for companies to keep young people on 
after training. This, rather than the 
bland and illegal “British jobs for 
British workers” line, would help young 
people in Britain. 

To encourage good practice, the 
Government could implement a policy 
of contract compliance, in which 
companies that bid for the £120bn of 
public contracts each year have to show 
a minimum standard of wages and 
conditions for their employees. 

A third area that needs improvement 
is the counting and monitoring process. 
As the excellent article by Andrew 


Dilnot and Michael Blastland in this 
month’s Prospect magazine clearly illus- 
trates, there is no perfect way to monitor 
the movement of people but the system 
can, and is, being improved. Local 
authorities need more funding to cope 
with changing populations and 
needs, and the public need 
to be reassured that the 
Government knows the 
score. The current 
ten-yearly census 
is now clearly 
insufficient. 
As the 
political 
reality is 
that the 
ialele span 
immigrants 
already here 
will not be 
going any- 
where fast, it 
is) time?” to 
consider an amnesty. 
By giving them a legal 
status we will be able to col- 
lect taxes from them, 
estimated at over £lbn a 
year, and go some way to 
end their exploitation. 
This is political dynamite 
but there is simply no alterna- 
tive. Most are contributing to 
the British economy and many 
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are now settling down here, albeit in 
the twilight economy, with children 
who have a legal right to stay. 
Deportation is not a realistic option 
and the mooted alternative of forcing 
them out of employment and housing 
would only create tens of thousands of 
destitute people. 


New citizenship 
Integration then becomes the key, and 
of course there is no simple way of 
achieving it especially in a climate 
of growing hostility to immigration. 
Gimmicks such as _ citizenship 
ceremonies and legal orders to speak 
English will not do. (I dread to think of 
the proportion of UK citizens moving 
abroad who would be refused if the same 
rules were applied to us.) Rather, new 
shared identities have to be formed, 
which of course will take time, but will 
only emerge in local areas and through 
shared belonging and_ experiences. 
Cultural diversities need to be 
safeguarded and defended but they have 
to operate within the context of shared 
values and basic human rights. This is 
different from forced assimilation, not 
least because there is no monoculture 
that people should subscribe to, but 
more a common view of citizenship 
which we should all follow. 

Nick Pearce, the Director of the 
Institute for Public Policy Research, has 
argued for a new “civic liberalism” which 


stresses “the importance of education 
for citizenship, the cultivation of 
civic virtues, and a strengthening of 
mechanisms for citizen involvement in 
democratic deliberation, in both civil 
society and the institutions of the state.” 

Creating this new citizenship can 
only happen at a local level. For me, this 
must also mean greater devolution of 
power and the strengthening of local 
government. However, it must also be 
matched by a sense of fairness and 
transparency so local people can see 
how decisions are made and do not feel 
that such decisions are being taken at 
their expense. 

Race and immigration is set to 
dominate the political agenda for some 
time to come. Creating a fair and decent 
system, in which everyone benefits and 
no one is exploited, will take a level of 
political courage that is so far missing. 
Everything comes at a cost but by 
accepting a few political realities an 
answer can be found. 

At present, we are in the worst of 
all worlds. Immigration is a fact 
and something no Government can 
change without a major upheaval in 
society and to our great economic 
and social detriment. Without im- 
migration, our economy, both now 
and in the future, will suffer beyond 
our darkest fears. 

Immigration is a fact and it is about 
time we learnt to live with it. =< 


FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND people left Britain last year. 
This figure, hardly mentioned in the tabloid press, shows 
that we too are joining the ever increasing global 
movement of people. 

There are now an estimated 5.5 million Britons living 
abroad, a figure that equals the non-white and eastern 
European population living in the United Kingdom 
today. The majority are in Australia, Spain, the United 
States, Canada and Ireland. 

In fact, apart from North Korea, there is not a country 
on this planet where a Briton is not living. 

Some have moved for work, others for retirement. 

The Institute for Public Policy Research estimates that out of 
the 990,000 Britons living in Spain, just 30.4% are in 
employment, 6.3% are unemployed and 63.4% are 
economically “inactive”. 

In Australia, where 1.31 million Britons now live, 55% 
are in employment, 3.5% are unemployed and 41.4% are 
inactive or retired. 

In virtually every country where there are substantial 
numbers of Britons, there is a disproportionately higher 
number of economically inactive or retired people 
compared to the population as a whole. 

In fact, there are over one million British pensioners 


living abroad, with at least another million who are 
economically inactive. This contrasts with the 600,000 
eastern Europeans who have come to Britain since the 
expansion of the EU, of whom 95% are in employment 
and many have already returned home after a short 
period of work. 

In the Middle East, there are 26,000 Britons working in 
Saudi Arabia, 60,000 working in the United Arab 
Emirates and 11,000 in tiny Bahrain. Across the Middle 
East over 150,000 Britons are living and working. 

Can you imagine the outcry among British politicians and 
the press if all these countries threw out their British 
residents? Can you imagine the impact on our public 
services if the one million pensioners were forced to return? 

The hypocrisy of the media is staggering. While 
lambasting the arrival of people into Britain, weekend 
editions of the Express and Mail are full of stories about a 
life in the sun. 

Britain is part of the increasingly interconnected 
global world, with London in particular becoming a 
revolving door of people entering and leaving the 
country. Those who say that migration should be 
reduced must also accept that the five million Britons 
who are living overseas will have to return. 


Towin the debate over ‘amnesty’ for immigrants, 
advocates need to reach the heart of America 


Commentary by Leonard Zeskind for IREHR and Antifa-Net 


onsider October. It was a month 

just like any other month. 

And only a small part of this 

ever-expanding story can be 
told here. 

Agents from the Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement agency (ICE) 
arrested 23 day labourers in Illinois 
for using false identity documents. 
In Vermont, agents jailed a man 
because he hired “illegal aliens” for 
employment in area hotels. In the 
process, ICE announced that it had 
arrested 863 such individuals and 
“apprehended” another 4,077 during 
the first nine months of 2007. 
In Nebraska, a study was released that 
documented the “post-traumatic stress 
disorder” suffered by the children of 
900 meatpacking workers who had 
been arrested at Swift Manufacturing 
plants the previous year. At a suburban 
elementary school in Everycity, USA, 
ten-year-old white children chased a 
brown-skinned classmate across the 
playground yelling, “wetback, wetback”, 
despite the fact that the Spanish- 
speaking youngster was a native-born 
citizen of the United States. 

As anti-immigrant lobbyists pressed 
down on local police departments, the 
“Major Cities Chiefs Association” sent 
out a letter urging US Senators to turn 
down the so-called Vitter Amendment, 
which would require local law 
enforcement agencies to enforce federal 
immigration law. 

Television personality Lou Dobbs, 
who broadcasts daily on CNN, called the 
Governor of New York, Eliot Spitzer, an 
idiot for announcing a plan to make it 
easier for undocumented immigrants to 
earn a driving licence. (Dobbs is only one 
of many radio and television announcers 
to build up their own audience by 
tearing down immigrants and_ their 
supporters.) And in a debate among 
candidates seeking the Democratic 
Party's nomination for president, 
Senator Hillary Clinton was chastised 


by her rivals for her failure either 
to firmly support or to oppose such 
driving licences. 

Meanwhile Republican politicians at 
all levels, desperate to switch debate away 
from the disastrous war in Iraq, have 
turned to more nativist appeals in hopes 
of energising their party’s base voters. 
And Colorado Representative Tom 
Tancredo, the Buchananesque figure 
who has campaigned in the past as the 
most ardent opponent of immigration, 
legal and illegal, announced that he 
would not run for re-election in 2008. 
He can retire while justifiably feeling he 
had made his point. 


The policy debate 
Inj ,the.,,.. midst,“ ofi.), this) tumult, 
the Coalition for Comprehensive 


Immigration Reform has been lobbying 
Congress in Washington, DC. 
An amalgam of Latino, civil rights, 
labour and other groups, it seeks the 
passage of laws that would create a path 
towards citizenship for undocumented 
immigrants and increase the number of 
legal visas. A number of nativist 
organisations oppose such policies, 
calling them an unwarranted “amnesty” 
for lawbreakers. At both federal and 
state level, contests are being fought 
over every possible piece of public 
policy that relates to immigrants, 
including the simple ability to rent an 
apartment and live normally in the 
community where you work. 

In 2006, a punitive measure known 
as the Sensenbrenner Bill was passed 
by Republicans in the House of 
Representatives, but it died on the vine 
after Senate Democrats refused to take 
it up. In 2007, a group of Senate 
Democrats and Republicans tried to 
pass less punitive legislation that 
met some of the demands for 
comprehensive reform. But that Bill 
died last May after a barrage of public 
opposition to its “amnesty” provisions. 
Several months later came an effort to 


ease the access of students without 
proper documents to state universities. 
Known to advocates as the “Dream 
Act”, it also failed to pass, despite the 
fact that ten states had already passed 
similar legislation. 

At present, the policy debate is at 
a stalemate. Some immigrant rights 
advocates, however, believe that public 
sentiment is on their side and 
cite opinion polls that show a slim 
majority for those who favour a 
path toward legal status for residents 
without proper papers. On_ the 
other hand, Republican analysts, such 
as those at the conservative weekly 
National Review, are urging their party’s 
candidates in the 2008 election cycle 
to trump the Democrats with an 
aggressive immigrant-bashing platform. 
And nativist politicians cite their own 
polls to support this position. 


A battle for the heart of America 
Underneath this policy debate in 
Congress and State Capitols across the 
country, a second more emotionally 
charged battle is taking place. On one 
side stand racially liberal people with a 
cosmopolitan approach to culture and a 
belief that the United States is a country 
defined by its official creed of freedom 
and democracy for all. On the other side 
are massed mostly white people who 
share a Eurocentric Christian culture 
and believe that their nation is defined 
by the ethnic character of its inhabitants 
and the English language they speak. 

In between these two polarised 
camps exists the great American 
middle, an ever dwindling number who 
have yet to decide which side they are 
on. But to invoke that overused quote 
from William B Yeats, “the centre 
cannot hold ... the best lack all 
conviction, while the worst are full of 
passionate intensity”. 

In this regard, Prince William 
County, Virginia, an overwhelming 
white, upper middle-class suburb just 
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outside Washington, DC, is a prime 
example. Last winter, Minuteman 
organisers began building chapters 
in the area and meeting with anti- 
immigrant activists from other organ- 
isations. By June, county supervisors 
had crafted legislation aimed at “illegal 
immigrants”. After a stormy public 
session in July they unanimously passed 
a measure that would compel local law 
enforcement to check on the immigrant 
status of those within their custody. 
Unable to muster enough opposition to 
prevent the measure, immigrant rights 
advocates are suing the county for 
violating federal law — which now 
makes immigration enforcement a 
federal matter not one for states or 
counties. As evidence of the emotions at 
the heart of this debate consider what 
one woman told the Washington Post: 
“If we turn our heads [to illegal 
immigrants] ... we are saying our 
language, our culture, our Constitution, 
our neighborhoods and our flag are 
inconsequential”. 

For this woman and_ others, 
population is destiny. It is not public 
policy that is at stake for her. It is not 
“law and order” or the fiscal costs of 
maintaining the public hospital. It is not 
competition for jobs at low wages. 
Nor does she think about the positive 
fiscal contributions that immigrants, 
even “illegal immigrants”, make to her 
community in the form of taxes paid 
and social security contributions 
made. No. For her it is about language 
and culture. 

This is the side of the contest over 
amnesty and public policy that too 
often goes unexamined, particularly 
by the racially liberal advocates of 
immigrant rights. And to successfully 
engage in this debate, immigrant rights 
activists will have to strip the facade off 
of the conversation about protecting 
white “neighbourhoods” as well as put 
forward an alternative vision of 
community and national identity. —<@ 


New campaign defends US 
historic values against division 


By Devin Burghart 


NATIONAL FAITH, civil rights, and labour leaders have unveiled a new 
campaign to counter rising anti-immigrant sentiment in the US. 

The Campaign for a United America aims to give a stronger voice to 
ordinary Americans who have grown weary of the division created by 
nativist politics. 

Launched at the National Press Club in Washington DC on 17 
October, the campaign is made up of Americans from all walks of life 
who are standing up to defend the nation’s historic commitment to 
unity, equality and opportunity. It is building a network of common 
friends and allies to share information and collectively denounce 
nativist attacks against American values. The campaign, which will 
run for several years, also seeks to promote a national dialogue that 
respects the contributions of all community members, including our 
immigrant friends and neighbours, and explores a sensible, humane, 
and compassionate approach to life together in a diverse America. 

By reaching to the heart of America, the campaign hopes to 
present an alternative vision of community and national identity, and 
directly appeal to those Americans who may hold differing views on 
immigration policy questions, but are thoroughly at odds with the 
new nativism. 

The campaign includes: 

HM Anew website, www.campaignforaunitedamerica.org, which 

will bring people across the nation together. The site highlights 

everyday people who have decided to take a stand against 
intolerance and in favour of the nation’s historic commitment to 
unity, equality and opportunity. The first people profiled in its 

“Voices for a United America” include a “soccer mom” from Oregon, 

a farmer from lowa, a fire fighter and a teacher from Illinois, an 

African-American college student from Georgia and a member of 

the Jewish community in Missouri. The website also features a 

“Woices of Intolerance” section that will profile some of the leaders 

of the anti-immigrant movement who are sowing division 

throughout our nation. It will also feature actions that individuals 
can take to support the campaign. 

M On-the-ground support for communities in the crosshairs of 

the anti-immigrant movement's disruptive efforts. Local advocates 

will be provided with campaign tool kits for countering anti- 
immigrant organising efforts that are dividing communities 
throughout the country. 

HM Anextensive dialogue on immigration issues among African- 

American community leaders. The fallout from anti-immigrant 

organising efforts has had a particular impact on the African- 

American community. 

The supporters of the campaign believe it is time for all Americans 
of goodwill and honour to stand together in defence of dignity, 
equality, and opportunity for all people. The campaign enjoys the 
support of the Center for New Community; The Women’s Division, 
Board of Global Ministries, the United Methodist Church; the United 
Food and Commercial Workers, Civil Rights and Community Action 
division; the Rural Coalition; and numerous other organisations. 

The response around the country has been tremendous. To follow the 
campaign, make sure to visit www.campaignforaunitedamerica.org. 


Investigation 


Nick 


Since taking over the leadership of the British National 
Party, Nick Griffin has shifted heaven and earth to prove 
that his party has distanced itself from nazism and 
Jew-baiting. Now Searchlight has firm evidence that 
Griffin’s search for serious financial backing and his 
attempts to become a bigger player on the international 
extreme right have led him to climb into bed politically 
with one of the world’s most active nazis and Jew-haters. 
His action has earned him the title of political whore. 
David Williams and Simon Cressy report. 


Nick Griffin (left) tries to respond to hecklers at Michigan State University, flanked by his 
minder Martin Reynolds (centre) and his host Preston Wiginton 


NICK GRIFFIN’S ANTI-ISLAMIC 
speaking tour of three US universities 
led to protests by people outraged that a 
man on record as denying the 
Holocaust should be given a platform. 
But the tour also shone the limelight on 
his close links with Preston Wiginton. 

Griffin even gave a written endorse- 
ment for Wiginton’s involvement in 
organising a march in Moscow at 
which leading nazis addressed a crowd 
of fascists giving the Nazi salute 
while shouting “death to the Jews” and 
“Pure Russia”. 

It was Wiginton, a 43-year-old 
freshman political student at Texas 
A&M University, who organised and 
paid for Griffin's tour at the end of 
October. He timed it to coincide with 
an “Islam Awareness Week” organised 
by David Horowitz, the Marxist turned 
neo-conservative commentator, who 


was furious at Griffin’s attempt to hijack 
his anti-Islamic extravaganza. 


The tour saw Griffin addressing 
small audiences at Clemson University 
in South Carolina, Texas A&M 
University and Michigan State 
University. His maladroit speeches were 
so riddled with ill-informed prejudice, 
inaccuracies and downright lies about 
Islam, only his most ardent supporters 
could have been impressed. 

As well as financing the trip, 
Wiginton appealed to users of the 
Stormfront nazi internet forum to 
donate money to Griffin while he was 
in America. Accepting it would be 
illegal under UK electoral law, which 
prohibits donations from individuals 
not on the UK electoral register. 

The main purpose of the visit was 
to cultivate for the BNP the same 
sort of serious political image enjoyed 
in the US by the Belgian far-right 
Flemish Interest (Vlaams Belang). 
It was advertised by the Council of 
Conservative Citizens, successor to the 
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blatantly racist White Citizens 
Councils, and in American Renaissance, 
edited by Griffin's friend Jared Taylor. 

But it did little for Griffin's image. 
The first two events passed off quietly 
but his speech at Michigan State 
University, which was _ officially 
sponsored by the Michigan branch 
of the Young Americans for Freedom 
(MSU-YAF), encountered organised 
opposition. 

MSU-YAF, which the anti-fascist 
research organisation Southern Poverty 
Law Center lists as a “hate group”, is 
run by Kyle Bristow, who is as much 
of an Islamophobe as Griffin. 
Islam, Bristow believes, “is a threat 
to the world. It is spreading faster 
than AIDS does through the homo- 
sexual population”. 

Wiginton chaired the meeting but 
was unable to prevent a barrage of 
heckling from students. Forced to 
abandon his speech Griffin, flanked by 
his minder Martin Reynolds, ended up 
trading insults with the demonstrators 
against a background of racist remarks 
by Wiginton, who has _ previously 
compared immigrants to cancer. 
Wiginton was also seen in a relaxed 
chat with Bristow. 

Afterwards irate members of the 
audience chased some of the MSU- 
YAF activists into the car park while 
Griffin was whisked off to dinner with a 
group of activists from Stormfront. 

It was shortly after his tour that 
Griffin wrote an open letter to 
“European Colleagues”, _ praising 
Wiginton as a “very effective organiser 
and, rarely among American nation- 
alists, understands the importance of 
image and popular acceptability to all 
nationalist parties”. The letter explains 
that Wiginton “is very well connected 
in Russia, with good contacts with 
various nationalist organisations and 
elected politicians”. 

Referring to Wiginton’s role in 
planning a “major march and rally” in 
Moscow Griffin continued “the BNP 
supports this endeavour wholeheartedly 
and asks all our European comrades to 
do likewise, hopefully thereby creating 
the beginnings of an_ effective 
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(above) The organisers of the Moscow 
march had appealed to their supporters 
abroad to send banners and national flags. 
Behind the desecrated Union Jack flutters 
the swastika-style symbol of one of the 
Russian extremist groups 


Preston Wiginton (right) on the platform with 
(left to right) Alexander Belov, leader of the 
DPNI which organised the march, Konstantin 
Krylov from the Russian Social Movement, 
Yuri Gorski of the Party for Defence of the 
Russian Constitution, Dmitry Demushkin, 
leader of the Slavic Union and Alexander 
Sevastyanov of the antisemitic NDPR 


cooperation between patriots of both 
Western and Orthodox Christendom 
against our common enemies: Mass im- 
migration; radical Islamism; Western 
liberalism and Wall Street/White House 
dollar imperialism’. The language is 
typical of neo-nazis. 


As the letter says, Griffin and 
Wiginton have collaborated for many 
years. Wiginton spearheaded US 
support for Griffin during his trial for 
inciting racial hatred, setting up an 
online petition calling on the British 
government to drop the prosecution. 


Together with Stormfront’s Jamie 
Kelso, he also organised a protest 
outside the British consulate in 
Houston, Texas in January 2006. 
Wiginton’s connections and activities 
are wide-ranging. He caused a furore at 


Texas A&M university some years ago B> 
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To European Colleagues, 


This is to confirm that | have known Preston Wiginton for several years now. He has visited us in the BNP in 
Britain, andi have met him @ number of times in the United States at various patriotic and intellectual ‘New 
Right’ events such as American Renaissance conferences, 


Preston is a very effective organiser and, rarely among American nationalists, understands the importance of 
image and popular acceptability to ail nationalist parties, 


He |s very well connected in Russia, with good contacts with various nationalist organisations and elected 
politicians. At present he is working closely with the organisers of the Russtan Campaign Against illegal 
Immigration with their plans for a major march and rally in Moscow next month 


‘The BNP supports this endeavour wholeheartedly and asks all our European comrades to do likewise, 
hopefully thereby creating the beginnings of an effective cooperation between patriots of both Western and 
Christendom against our common enemies: Mass immigration, radical Islamism, Western liberalism 


Nick Griffin's endorsement 
of Preston Wiginton, which 
Wiginton put on his 
website “March against third 
world invasion” 


Orthodox 

and Wali Steet/White House dollar impenatismn. 
With best nationalist greetings 

Nick Griffin 

‘Chairman, British National Party (BNP) 


by arranging a series of meetings for 
Frosty Wooldridge, a prominent 
opponent of immigration. The two men 
ran a joint campaign to repeal a 2001 
Texas law that allows immigrants to pay 
the same reduced fees at state 
universities as Texas residents. 

These days Wiginton works with the 
Texas chapter of the Minuteman 
Project, a group of would-be vigilantes 
who take violent exception to Mexican 
immigrants, or the “mestizo parasite” as 
he prefers to call them. 

Despite repeated denials to the 
contrary Wiginton regularly posts 
antisemitic vitriol to Stormfront to 
which he also donates money. 
A typical posting of his, on 13 July 
2007, read: “And the jew — how many 
nations and economies have they 
destroyed — yes they were doing this in 
many centuries ago as well. The jew 
has infested every nation — there is no 
where else to go.” 

Kevin Strom, leader of the neo-nazi 
National Vanguard (NV), was another 
associate until his arrest on child 
pornography charges when Wiginton 
and Griffin dropped him like a ton of 
bricks. Wiginton boasts of being friends 
with perhaps the most famous NV 
member, April Gaede, mother of the 
nazi pop twins Prussian Blue. Their act 
is named after the chemical residue left 
by Zyklon B, the gas used to murder the 
Jews in the Nazi death camps. 

Wiginton attended the annual 
“Hammerfest” events put on by the 
violent Hammerskin Nation skinhead 
gang in October 2005 and October 
2006. When he heard that there were 
going to be protests at the Michigan 
meeting, Wiginton tried to entice the 
Hammerskins along to protect Griffin. 
He was outraged when none of them 
turned up. 

His involvement with racist skinheads 
appears to extend to the Blood and 
Honour (B&H) network in Britain, an 
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Wiginton (left) greets Dmitry 
Rumantsyev, the violent 
neo-nazi leader of the 
National Socialist Society. 


organisation that Griffin himself 
proscribed. Wiginton made arrange- 
ments in early September 2007 to attend 
B&H’s annual concert in memory of the 
nazi rock musician Ian Stuart 
Donaldson, although it is not known 
whether he turned up. When someone 
pointed out to Wiginton that he would 
have to rent a car to get from the airport 
to the venue Wiginton posted the 
comment: “Rent a car???? Hell they drive 
on the wrong side of the road ... I'd run 
over 100 pakis before I got there.” 

Wiginton is a regular visitor to 
Russia. In Moscow he stays at the flat of 
another of Griffin’s old friends with 
links to Russian white supremacists, the 
former Louisiana Ku Klux Klan leader 
David Duke. 

On 4 November, days after Griffin's 
American junket, Wiginton was back in 
Moscow for People’s Unity Day, which 
the fascist Movement Against Illegal 
Migration (DPNI) tried to hijack 
by staging its own march. Sporting a 
cowboy hat, Wiginton marched 
carrying an American flag, before 
joining the racist firebrand orator 
Alexandr Belov. leader of the DPNI, on 
the platform. Surrounded by people 
giving Nazi salutes he proclaimed 
“Glory to Russia” in faltering Russian 
while the crowd chanted “white power, 
white power” in English. 

With him on the platform were 
Dmitry Demushkin, leader of the white 
supremacist Slavic Union (SS), a split 
from the banned Russian National 
Unity Party, several of whose members 
were imprisoned for hooliganism after 
the murder of a 19-year-old student. 
Other speakers were Konstantin Krylov 
from the Russian Social Movement, 
Yuri Gorski of the “Rus” party, which 
often organises meetings for the openly 
nazi National Socialist Society (NSO), 
and Alexander Sevastyanov of the 
notoriously antisemitic NDPR. 

Clearly visible amid the tide of nazi 


flags was a Union Jack bearing the 
letters BNP, carried among some of 
the most racist and murderous neo-nazi 
groups and skinhead gangs in Russia 
who have been responsible for dozens 
of racist murders. Its presence and 
that of Griffin’s close colleague, at 
a time when Griffin was exhorting 
his followers to lay wreaths at 
war memorials to demonstrate their 
patriotic credentials, is a clear sign of 
Griffin's political double-dealing. 

Wiginton’s links with the DPNI are 
close. He attended its congress March 
2006 and assured sceptics that although 
the party had toned down _ its 
antisemitism it understood that “Jews” 
were responsible for the country’s 
current problems. “I know because 
I was there and spoke there as well,” 
boasted Wiginton. 

Griffin does not appear 
embarrassed by Wiginton counting 
among his “best friends” Dmitry 
Rumantsyev, leader of the NSO, a 
violent sect given to celebrating 
Hitler’s birthday. Among participants 
at one of the NSO’s regular training 
sessions was Maxim “Hatchet” 
Martsinkevich, leader of the violent 
Format 18 group, who currently 
languishes in prison charged with 
inciting racial hatred and robbery. 

Wiginton also boasts of his close ties 
to Denis Gerasimov, lead singer of the 
notorious Russian white power band 
Kolvorat (Swastika), for whom he wrote 
a racist ditty on how immigration is 
diluting the purity of Russia's “blood” 
and “soil”. 

Griffin’s endorsement of Wiginton 
shows how little the BNP leader has 
moved from his fascist roots. He can 
pretend otherwise but Griffin is 
perfectly aware of Wiginton’s links with 
white supremacists and outright nazis 
and antisemites. The truth is he doesn't 
care. Wiginton has money and that’s 
what matters to Griffin. <a 


on the brink 


By Nick Lowles 


ne of the British National 

Party's most = important 

branches is on the verge of 

collapse. Electoral defeat, 
demoralisation and personal infighting 
has caused the Bradford branch of the 
BNP to splinter. 

It is a far cry from the heady days of 
2004 when the BNP gained four 
councillors in the city and just missed 
out on several more. That year also saw 
the branch recruit more members than 
any other in the country. 

Since then it has all been downhill for 
the BNP. In 2006 the BNP lost three 
councillors, while gaining only one. 
The party’s share of the vote dropped 
substantially in the 2007 local elections 
and these disappointing results proved to 
be the straw that broke the camel’s back. 

There had been deep divisions and 
suspicions within the BNP branch for 
several years. The revelation that the 
local organiser, Andy Sykes, was 
working for Bradford TUC and 
Searchlight rocked the party, caused 
several key activists to drop out and 
created an atmosphere of paranoia. 

There was particular animosity 
between James Lewthwaite and Paul 
Cromie. Both became councillors in 
Bradford South but there was where the 
connection ended. Their relationship 
soured as Lewthwaite became close to 
Angela Clarke, the Keighley councillor 
who was detested by Cromie and 
Mark Collett, the party’s national head 
of publicity. 

Cromie was the chairman of Bradford 
BNP and Lewthwaite was leader of its 
councillor group, but they both led quite 
separate groups within the local party. 

In February 2006 Angela Clarke 
walked out of Bradford BNP after 
Collett publicly abused her at a BNP 
meeting. At the time she was dating 


Bradford BNP 


Warren Bennett, the party’s head of 
security, who was soon to have his own 
fallout with the party leadership. 


Cromie’s relationship with 
Lewthwaite worsened, with Cromie 
repeatedly and quite publicly blaming 
his colleague for the party’s decline in 
the city. On several occasions he called 
on the party leadership to discipline or 
even expel Lewthwaite. 

The BNP in Keighley never 
recovered from Clarke’s resignation. 
It lost the subsequent by-election and 
in the most recent council elections 
slipped to third place in the ward. 

Darryn Manby, another Bradford 
South activist, became the local 
organiser, supposedly in conjunction 
with Nick Cass, the Yorkshire regional 
organiser, who had taken on direct 
responsibility for the ward. In June 2006 
Cass confidently boasted that the BNP 
was going to put forward a complete 
slate of 30 candidates across the city and 
win seven seats. 

It never happened and the BNP 
slipped back further. Cass disap- 
peared from view and Manby accused 
Collett of “gross incompetence” in a 
dispute over leaflet designs and 
subsequently resigned as organiser. 
He went on to say that Collett was 
“arrogant and interfering” as the 
argument, which included accusations 
about funding, prompted resentment 
across the wider membership. 

A new branch committee was formed 
in June, with Neil Craig as organiser, 
Alec Edwards as treasurer, Andrew 
Clarke as secretary, David Taylor as 
leaflet and design coordinator and Les 
Nakonecznyi as sales and publications 
coordinator. 

Cromie was not impressed and 
refused to get involved. He was furious 
that Lewthwaite had been appointed 


group development organiser, and as 
a result Cromie and his wife Lynda, 
since May 2007 also a Queensbury 
councillor, began operating indepen- 
dently of the branch. 

The new branch secretary was full of 
hope that this new committee-led 
structure would overcome the problems 
of the past. “The new system is all about a 
transparent and accountable leadership,” 
he told members, “a recognised team of 
six individuals, each with different skills, 
working for the collective good of the 
party as we strive to expand membership 
and increase the size of the BNP vote.” 

The BNP operation in Keighley, 
meanwhile, collapsed. Chris Kirby 
had taken over the branch and made it 
clear that he saw it as quite separate 
than Bradford. But he did not have 
the stomach for the fight. After a 
serious falling out with Ian Dawson, 
then the BNP’s national group support 
officer, which included refusing to 
attend a reconciliatory meeting called 
on the instructions of party leader 
Nick Griffin, Kirby walked out. 

Despite Clarke’s fine words the 
committee failed, with several people 
resigning after just one meeting. 
Frank Brammah pulled out as organiser 
for Bradford North and _ Clarke, 
demoralised at the failure of the local 
party to work together, quit as secretary. 

Craig remains as organiser but 
has little to organise. The Cromies 
continue to operate independently and 
Lewthwaite, who is no longer a 
councillor, meddles behind the scenes. 

As Searchlight watches from the 
sidelines, it is important to note that 
these internal disputes are a con- 
sequence of political defeat. As we have 
seen in Oldham, Blackburn and now 
Sandwell, electoral decline is quickly 
followed by internal unrest. ~<a 
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Still the rot spreads in the crisis-ridden BNP 


by Sonia Gable 


he British National Party is 

fighting a losing battle to end 

the internal friction that has 

been raging in the organisation 
since the summer, when Nick Griffin 
faced the first challenge to his 
leadership since he took over the 
party reins in 1999. 

The party was seriously stung by 
Searchlight’s exposure of the charges 
made by lan Dawson in an incendiary 
letter of resignation from his post as 
the BNP’s head of group support. 
His accusations of serious financial 


maladministration, incompetence, 
laziness of some _ party officers, 
overcharging, theft and poor 


management by Griffin were the 
central plank of a mail shot that 
Searchlight sent to more than 1,000 
leading BNP activists in October. 

The BNP leadership tried to dismiss 
Searchlight’s circular but many 
members were concerned. For some it 
was the first they had heard of the 
problems. Many, including some 
senior figures, contacted Searchlight 
and gave us a great deal of very 
interesting and useful information. 

In an initial crude attempt to rebut 
the accusations, one BNP website 
went into overdrive churning out a 
hilarious catalogue of easily 
disprovable lies to distract attention 
from the very real issues. 

When that failed, Dawson was 
persuaded to make a grovelling 
statement to the BNP membership 
apologising that “concerns” he had 
raised about “internal issues within the 
Party” in a “confidential email” had 
found their way “into the grubby 
hands of certain external anti- 
democratic organisations, which have 
manipulated and embellished the 
facts to further their agenda of 


continual anti-BNP smears”. 

Notably he does not withdraw the 
accusations, which he well knows that 
Searchlight neither manipulated nor 
embellished. Instead he meaning- 
lessly assures members that even 
before his resignation “the Party had 


Spineless lan Dawson tried desperately to 
shut the lid on Pandora's box 


already initiated measures that will 
ensure a more effective and 
professional management approach 
that will provide seamless cohesion 
and co-operation between all Head 
Office Departments”. He ends by 
expressing his “total support for, and 
commitment to, our Party Chairman, 
Nick Griffin”. 

Griffin's official response to Dawson 
is fulsome in its defence of John 
Walker, the BNP treasurer, and his 
deputy Dave Hannam, stating that 
they “have now _ successfully 
completed no fewer than four full 
years’ audits for the party nationally 
and regionally, to the satisfaction of 
the external Auditor who works to 
extremely high standards”. He cannot 
be referring to the 2006 accounts, 
which were due at the Electoral 
Commission on 7 July but at the time 
Searchlight went to press were still 
missing. The BNP had _ promised 
them by the end of October but failed 
to do so. A spokesperson for the 
Electoral Commission told Searchlight 
that they were engaged in an 
“ongoing discussion” with the BNP 
about the accounts. 

Griffin was also keen to praise Mark 
Collett, the BNP’s head of publicity, 
whom Dawson described as, “without 
doubt the most deceitful, devious, 
arrogant, spiteful, greedy moron that 
| have ever come across”. Dawson is 
just one of many BNP members to 
have taken a dislike to Collett and his 
lazy, narcissistic ways, and the party 


has recently been doing its utmost 
to improve his reputation by 
complimenting him on his design and 
publicity work at every opportunity. 

The continuing revelations about 
financial incompetence in the BNP - 
Dawson was not the first to raise the 
matter —- must have been behind 
the motion put to the party’s annual 
conference in Blackpool that “at each 
conference the Voting Membership 
shall appoint a scrutiny panel who 
shall act as lay auditors”. The motion 
was not passed. Party members 
have to undergo ideological training 
before they can become a voting 
member and take part in the annual 
conference so they knew what was 
expected of them. 

But the efforts of Griffin and 
his cohorts cannot stop the rot. 
Dissident party branches on the South 
Coast have been closed down and 
some of their officers expelled from 
the party. Rumours have circulated 
claiming that some internal critics of 
the leadership have been engaging in 
witchcraft. In Brighton there are 
allegations that a visiting Griffin 
loyalist hit a branch member after 
complaints that the visitors had taken 
away money belonging to the branch. 

Several BNP members in London 
attended the meeting in November at 
which the tiny National Front launched 
its campaign for next May’s London 
Assembly election. The similarly small 
British People’s Party also held a 
meeting in London last month, at 
the Lucas Arms near King's Cross, at 
which the audience included a sizable 
group from the BNP. The BPP is 
now also considering contesting the 
London elections. 

The BNP’s own London campaign, 
however, looks likely to take second 
place to the growing enmity between 
the BNP’s election guru Eddy Butler 
and the convicted bomber Tony 
Lecomber who, despite officially 
having been expelled from the party, 
remains closely involved at least in 
the capital. ~q 


Sideways move for BNP’s 
apartheid propagandist 


Details continue to emerge of the role played by Arthur Kemp in the apartheid 

intelligence apparatus during the 1980s. Kemp has just been put in charge of national 
literature distribution in the British National Party and is a frequent speaker at branch 
meetings. David Williams examines the latest evidence. 


IN 1985 ARTHUR KEMP was a 
member of Victims Against Terrorism 
(VAT), a major South African 
propaganda operation in Europe aimed 
at convincing public opinion that the 
African National Congress (ANC) 
and Nelson Mandela were terrorists. 
On the surface VAT was run by John 
and Cindy Leontsinis but in reality the 
Johannesburg-based intelligence agent 
Jan Weyers was in control. 

Kemp's participation in VAT 
activities is documented. In May 1985 
VAT staged a demonstration outside 
the ANC office in London, accusing it 
of carrying out terrorist acts. According 
to the author Abdul Karim Banguara, 
Kemp was a “leading figure” in VAT 
during this period. 

A report on VAT in our archives, 
dated November 1996, stated: “Kemp 
was one of its organisers and in 1986 
was seen leading a demonstration 
against the anti-apartheid church 
leader, Desmond Tutu. One speaker at a 
VAT rally was Don McAlvany, an 
American and contributing editor to 
The New American, journal of the racist 
John Birch Society. He called, to wild 
cheers from the crowd, for Tutu to be 
silenced ‘by any means _ possible’.” 
VAT was also affiliated to the staunchly 
anti-communist Western Goals outfit. 

Last month Searchlight revealed 
Kemp’s youthful involvement as an 
activist in the Conservative Students 
Alliance (CSA), which was later 
exposed as a front for South African 
military intelligence. And we have 
previously written about Kemp’s role 
in the run-up to the murder of 
Chris Hani, head of the ANC’s military 
wing. None of this stopped Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, embracing 
Kemp and placing him at the very heart 
of the BNP. 

But is Kemp’s upward trajectory in 
the BNP beginning to falter? For some 
months the BNP has been describing 
Kemp as the party’s education officer, 


most recently in a report of his 
appearance at a Trafalgar Day meeting 
of the BNP’s Midwest region on 21 
October. In August Griffin announced 
that Kemp had been put in charge of 
“ideological training” for the party’s 
elite “voting members”, shortly after his 
appointment to help Nicholla Ritchie 
run Excalibur Books, the BNP’s 
merchandising outfit. Last month, 
following the departure of Ian Dawson, 
the BNP’s group support officer, and 
the reallocation of Dawson's functions, 
Kemp was put in charge of 
administering the bulk distribution 
of Identity, Voice of Freedom and 
sundry leaflets. 

But when the BNP unveiled its 
Education and Training department at 
its annual conference in Blackpool last 
month, Kemp appeared to have been 
passed over for further promotion. 
Instead the dubious honour of acting as 
its director went to Steve Blake, 
the BNP’s website editor, who sees the 
purpose of his new role as “to give our 
people all the skills needed to win’. 
Blake’s E&T department intends to roll 
out “monthly training modules on a 
variety of ideological and practical 
topics aimed at improving the 
professionalism of the Party at all levels 
and turning the many enthusiastic but 
often naive new members, who falsely 
believe that victory is just around the 


corner, into committed activists ready 
for the long haul on our road to 
inevitable political victory”. 

It appears to have fallen to Blake to 
explain to the BNP’s overexcited 
membership that a handful of district 
borough and parish council seats do not 
a government make. If the new recruits 
are to be kept on board, the party has to 
instil in them the core fascist values of 
the party hierarchy. And Blake is no soft 
touch when it comes to ideological 
rigour. In the 1980s he ran Aurora 
Publications, from a PO Box in 
Ipswich, which specialised in importing 
hardline US nazi material. 

Where all this leaves Kemp is open to 
speculation but what is not in doubt is 
that the apartheid snoop remains at the 
very heart of the party. On the training 
day before the BNP’s annual 
conference, it was Kemp who presented 
a session on ideological development 
alongside Griffin. Blake’s new role 
might also signal a handover of some of 
the party’s internet operations to Simon 
Bennett, the Cornwall-based BNP 
activist, who is responsible for revamp- 
ing a number of BNP front group 
websites in recent months, including 
those of the so-called Association of 
British Ex-Service Personnel (ABEX) 
and the Christian Council of Britain, 
through his “Copper Flash” design 
company. ~= 


a 


My mate ‘Bob’ 


By Nick Lowles 


THE Amicus section of the Unite 
union has launched a _ formal 
investigation into Searchligh?s claims 
that one of its local officers is actively 
involved on the far right. 

Last month Searchlight exposed 
Rugby-based Steven Kerr as the co- 
ordinator of the current tour of Britain 
by David Irving, the Holocaust 
denying writer. We also revealed Kerr's 
contacts with the British National 
Party and stated that he had previously 
been involved in the hardline National 
Socialist Action Party and the 
National Front. In the early 1990s he 
established UFC, a merchandising 
operation that specialised in National 
Socialist material. 

Confronted by the union and 
journalists, Kerr denied Searchligh?'s 
claims. He has admitted being 
involved in the far right but claimed 
that was all in the past and that he was 
now a committed trade unionist and 


Labour Party member. Before his 
exposure he had told his union 
colleagues only that he had an interest 
in “Third Reich memorabilia”. 

Kerr’s explanation did not wash. 
We then learnt about “Bob”. 

Pressed about the UFC website 
which is operated from a PO Box 
registered to his previous Coventry 
address, Kerr claimed that it was 
now run by his lodger “Bob”. 
The mysterious Bob had also booked 
the meeting room at the Royal 
Warwicks Club in Coventry which was 
meant to host one of David Irving’s 
meetings. Kerr told one journalist that 
Bob had been his lodger but he had 
thrown him out immediately when he 
discovered Bob was booking events and 
running websites in his name. 

He declined to give any more 
information about this mysterious man. 

This explanation does not wash 
with Searchlight. Since our article last 


‘Africans for Essex’ lie nailed 


By Nick Lowles 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party’s “Africans 
for Essex” claim has been conclusively 
proved a lie. Research conducted 
during the summer shows that only 30 
people moved into Barking and 
Dagenham via a cash incentive scheme 
over the past four years, of whom only 
nine were of African origin. 

Just as significantly, not one Barking 
and Dagenham household took 
advantage of the scheme. 

The BNP has prospered in the east 
London borough as a result of claims 
that Africans are being offered £50,000 
to buy properties in the area as part ofa 
scheme by the Labour authority to 
ensure electoral success in the future. 
With a shortage of low cost social 
housing, rising house prices in the 
private sector and the fastest changing 
community in the country, many local 
people have believed the BNP lie. 

Now, evidence has emerged that 
conclusively proves this claim is utter 
nonsense. Research by Margaret 


Hodge, the MP for Barking, shows that 
only 19 of London's 33 local authorities 
run a cash incentive scheme designed 
to help council tenants buy a property 
outside the borough instead of buying 
their existing council homes. Because 
council properties are in such short 
supply this scheme costs the local 
authority far less than the subsidy 
given to tenants under Right to Buy. 
The MP's investigation revealed that 
only 1,332 people across London had 
taken advantage of this scheme over 
the past four years, of whom only 30 
moved into Barking and Dagenham. 
Of these, seven were white, nine were 
Asian, nine were black (of whom six 
were black African) and five did not 
have their ethnicity recorded. 
Twenty-one of the 30 came from 
Tower Hamlets alone. Of these, six 
were white British, nine Asian, one 
black Caribbean and only three black 
African. The backgrounds of the 
remaining three were unknown. 


Home news — | | 


month we have learnt considerably 
more about Kerr's connections with 
the far right, including ongoing links 
with the BNP. 

Given his active role in Amicus and 
the Labour Party we fear that he is in 
a position to pass on information 
about anti-BNP activities in his 
region. We know from sources inside 
the BNP that the fascist party is aware 
of events before they have happened. 

Kerr even contacted Searchlight 
during this year’s local elections asking 
whether he could get involved in the 
campaign. He told our office that he 
was a member of Rugby Constituency 
Labour Party. 

Searchlight will co-operate fully with 
the Amicus investigation and urge the 
Labour Party to take action against 
Kerr. It is clear he is fishing for 
information about anti-fascist activities 
and the sooner he is kicked out of the 
union and the party the better. ~= 
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It was also found that the average 
payment made to those people who 
moved into the borough was only 
£16,000 — far less than the £50,000 
figure the BNP had peddled. 

While the facts will not stop 
the BNP regurgitating this lie, the 
research can be used to persuade 
local opinion formers of the 
untrustworthiness of the BNP. —ef 


NF launches London campaign 


By Nick Lowles 


THE NATIONAL FRONT launched 
its campaign for the London Assembly 
election last month with several British 
National Party members in attendance. 

The minuscule fascist rival to the 
BNP intends to stand in the northwest 
London constituency of Ealing and 
Hillingdon but has decided against 
contesting the election for Mayor or 
putting forward a list for the London- 
wide poll. The candidate is Tess 
Culnane (pictured), who until last year 
was a BNP member. 

Speaking at the event on 4 November 
was the prominent BNP member 
Richard Edmonds, an act that could get 
him expelled from the party. Days 
earlier he had spoken at another NF 
meeting, this time in the North East. If 
the BNP leaders were looking for an 
excuse to get rid of Edmonds he has 
handed it to them on a plate. 

The meeting was attended by 60 
supporters from across the capital but 
with a large contingent from the NF’s 
northwest London branch, run by Jan 


Edward, another former BNP organiser. 

It can safely be said that the NF will 
achieve a derisory vote, especially 
because it no longer has the name 
recognition of the BNP. Apart from the 
northwest London branch, the only 
other functioning NF unit in London is 
southeast London, run by Steve 
Rowlands. The party also has some 
minimal support in east London, led by 
Bob James and Dave Hill. 

The following weekend saw a pitiful 
turnout. for the NF’s annual 


Remembrance Day march, with no 
more than 30 supporters, whom police 
confined to the pavement. 

The NF’s fortunes have been 
further undermined by the apparent 
disappearance of its long-time national 
organiser Terry Blackham. Though lack- 
ing in obvious intelligence, Blackham has 
marshalled the Front’s foot soldiers for 
almost 20 years. He appears to have 
dropped out of activity after beginning a 
relationship with an NF supporter in 
Cheshire, where Blackham has been 
working on the railways. 

Blackham’s disappearance has not 
gone down well with the rest of the NF 
leadership and he is now constantly and 
openly vilified. His sudden absence was 
the reason Culnane was forced to stand 
as an independent the last time she 
contested a local election. Blackham 
was the party’s Nominating Officer and 
would have had to certify her use of the 
party label. He has now been replaced 
in that role by the NF’s aging leader, 
Tom Holmes. << 


Fake academic for fake reverend 
By David Williams 


A US bigot addressed 


the inaugural conference 
of the Christian Council of 
Britain (CCB), the BNP’s 
fake religious front group, in 
late October. 

Dr Paul Cameron (pictured) 


from Colorado, who spoke on 


morality and family values, 
rey alouetuals (aaterciauic|| aolatcial/-laN(<s @olnalaalcipie-ivele lai aela(c) toh 
head of the “Family Research Institute” would suggest. He is 


one of America’s most noted homophobes who views 
homosexuality as “an infectious appetite with personal and 


social consequences ... it is like a dog that gets a taste for 
blood after killing its first victims and desires to get more 
_ victims thereafter with a ravenous hunger. 
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Eee ieee aacie @ciancice)g arms gle eere-(e(igaley @gce(sial die) 
for lecturing on homosexuality. He is using instead the 

trappings of academia to dress up blind prejudice. 
His bogus research has been repeatedly exposed as false 
in the US and Cameron has been slung out of the 
American Psychological Association and the American 
Sociological Association. 


One of his more patently ridiculous ‘scientifi c" cue is 


that lesbians are 300 times more likely to die in car 
accidents than heterosexual women. His “research” 
appears not in peer-reviewed scientific journals but in 
Psychological Reports, a cod-science journal that prints 
anything for $27.50 a pop. Yet large sections of the 
homophobic Christian right in America seem to take 


the man and his bile seriously including his “findings” 


that 17% of homosexuals “eat human faeces’. 

eu arlaciirey <nrynuaiaiag i aatelccuolciaelseliarepaaar-la claim 
or Cameron's routine misrepresentation of research 
to conclude that homosexuality is synonymous with 
paedophilia. The study that Cameron plagiarised showed 
no such link and its author filed an official complaint | 
Fer-iiatie<@clansicelaycie:\]arermal disgraces his profession’. 
Unperturbed Cameron became a pin-up boy for the 
religious right following his strident anti-homosexual 
Ceelasvercitelay elvigiare) uate) (1os0ky cis seale mcilelaly of the Aids 
pandemic, the solution for which Cameron believed was - 


_to set up ‘concentration camps’ for homosexuals. 


Cameron's qualifications for pontificating about the 
"evils" of homosexuality are about as genuine as those of 
the CCB’s leader, the “Reverend” Robert West. West claims 
to belong to the Apostolic Church but, as the 
"Bartholomew’s Notes on Religion” website discovered, 


the Apostolic (@avices) disavows all knowledge of him. 
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Memorial at Spean Bridge on 
Remembrance Day 
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emembrance Sunday is a time for people to pay 
their respects to those who made the ultimate sacrifice 
in conflict. 

But the British National Party tried to hijack the poppy 
appeal for its own political benefit. 

The BNP's bulletin British Nationalist called on members to 
take advantage of a shortage of poppy sellers and volunteer 
their services. Pictures of them doing so, often wearing BNP 
insignia, were splashed over the BNP website. 

When challenged, Kenny Smith, the BNP’s Scottish Secretary, 
who spearheaded the attempt to infiltrate the poppy appeal in 
Scotland, said “We are not a Nazi or fascist party”. 

Yet this is the man who used to fly a swastika flag at his home. 

The exposure of the BNP’s sick bid to win favour brought a 
furious reaction. 

Brigadier Frank Coutts, 89, who served in the Second World 
War with the King’s Own Scottish Borderers, added: “I used to 
sell poppies on the streets and | wouldn’t want to be 
associated with any sellers from the BNP. 

“Their beliefs are outrageous and contrary to the Royal 
British Legion’s aims. They are disloyal to this country.’ 

Neil Griffiths, of the Royal British Legion Scotland, said: “We 
abhor any association with the BNP. | worked most of my 
military career with Gurkhas and feel angry by any level of 
racism when | encounter it. 

“The BNP seem to have forgotten that the Indian Army in 
the Second World War had two million members. It was the 
biggest volunteer army in military history and it played a 
huge role in the war.” 

Scottish National Party defence spokesman Angus 
Robertson said: “Poppy Day is a day for remembrance by all 
for all who have made the ultimate sacrifice in conflict and a 
substantial source of support for our veterans. 

“It is appalling for the far right to try to hijack it. 


Their repugnant views are rejected right across Scottish 
society and by our brave ex-service personnel.” ~~ 


Home news: 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


BNP councillor claims allotment victory 


JULIAN LEPPERT (pictured), the BNP’s 
sole councillor in Redbridge, has 
claimed single-handedly to have 
saved the borough's allotments from 
being sold off. In a leaflet distributed 
in his Hainault ward last month, he 
makes out that he had “the casting 
vote on the hottest issue in 
Redbridge’, by virtue of the fact that 
a motion to delay the council's land 
sales programme was passed by 28 
votes to 27. 

It is unclear why he thinks his vote 
was more important than those of 
the other 27 councillors who voted in 
favour, but he can be congratulated 
on his positive action towards 
harmony and diversity in Redbridge. 
A gardener writing in the Ilford 
Recorder described his allotment 
society as having “members from five 
continents and at least twenty 
different countries, including some 
who had to leave their homes 
following war or threats to life” 


Two councillors cleared 
over offensive song stunt 


THE STANDARDS BOARD for 
England has ruled that two British 
National Party councillors did not bring 
their office as councillors into disrepute 
when one filmed the other singing an 
offensive racist song outside the office 
of a Muslim government minister. 

Shahid Malik, the MP for Dewsbury, 
reported Derek Dawson, a Burnley 
councillor and cameraman for BNP TV, 
and Colin Auty, a Dewsbury councillor, 
after his staff were intimidated by the 
song, a BNP favourite, which claims 
that Savile Town, a part of Dewsbury 
that has many residents of Asian 
origin, was full of drug dealers and 
paedophiles. 

The Standards Board accepted the 
councillors’ claim that they were acting 
in a private capacity, which meant they 


That Leppert was just hijacking 
the issue for the BNP’s benefit 
became clear when members of 
the anti-fascist community group, 
Redbridge and Epping Forest 
Together, contacted the people who 
really led the fight to save the 
allotments. “The BNP have not 
spoken at any Council meetings 


Offensive BNP band Red Clare 


had not breached the councillors’ 
code of conduct. The ruling 
meant that the Board did not go 
on to consider the song itself and 
why the men had chosen to film 
its performance in that spot. 

Councillors have been able 
to use the “private capacity” 
argument since Ken Livingstone, 
the Mayor of London, took the 
Standards Board to the High Court 
when it suspended him over his 
offensive remarks to a Jewish journalist. 
Livingstone challenged the ruling 
on the grounds that he was not on 
duty when he ran into the journalist 
as he was leaving a party at London's 
City Hall. 

Dawson defended the song, written 
by Auty, saying the words of the song 


about allotments’, they © said. 
“Allotment gardeners themselves 
have been campaigning since 
February without a word of support 
from the BNP. It is offensive to learn 
that the BNP are claiming credit for 
the campaign and an insult to the 
many allotment gardeners who have 
worked hard to mobilise support.” 

Leppert’s leaflet, which contained 
several other lies, was issued from a 
PO Box in Woodford Green. 
Enquiries with the Royal Mail 
revealed that it was registered to 
the address where Tony Lecomber 
has lived for several years. 
Lecomber, known as the mad 
bomber, was supposedly ejected 
from the BNP after he was found 
out plotting to hire a hit man 
to assassinate a leading politician. 
He previously served two three-year 
prison sentences on_ explosives 
charges and for assaulting a Jewish 
school teacher. 


must be true because he had read it all 
in the papers. The song claims that drug 
dealers in Savile Town will give punters 
a bonus if they “bring a lass of 12 and 
not much more”. 

Councillor Gordon Birtwistle, leader 
of Burnley Council, said “trying to 
create racial disharmony” by singing an 
offensive song in a mainly Asian area 
was “not acceptable at all”. 


Auty is a member of the BNP band 


Red Clare, alongside Paul Cromie, a 
BNP Bradford councillor, and Frank 
Atack, a BNP activist. The band often 
play at BNP functions and at some non- 
BNP community events. 

Strangely, however, Red Clare were 
not invited to perform on the Saturday 
evening of the BNP annual conference 
weekend, but were displaced by an Elvis 
impersonator, whom Simon Darby, the 
BNP press officer and deputy leader, 
described as “one of the best Elvis acts 
I have ever seen’. We hear that Cromie 
was not best pleased. 


Thanks but no thanks 
MOST BNP councillors never 
get mentioned in this column because 
they don't do anything. But there are 
some exceptions. 

A leaflet headed “Help in hand” offers 
free help to “elderly, disabled and 
needy” people in the East Ardsley and 
Tingley area of Leeds. Services such as 
changing light bulbs and lifting heavy 
boxes are available by phoning Joanna 
Beverley, the only one of 12 BNP 
candidates for Morley Town Council to 
get elected last May. Her husband 
Chris, the sole BNP member of Leeds 
City Council, was spotted distributing 
the leaflets. 

Recognising that vulnerable people 
might be worried about letting the 
typical thuggish BNP member into their 
home, the party reassures residents that 
the helper “will carry a British National 
Party identity card”. It does not state 
whether the Beverleys will ensure that 
the helper is not one of the many BNP 
members with convictions for violence, 
fraud, hooliganism or race hate. 

The BNP’s “help in hand” scheme 
first appeared in Corsham in May, 
run by Mike Howson, the BNP’s 


Mid-West regional organiser, who 


also headed the party’s vigilante patrols 
in Wiltshire earlier this year. Corsham 
BNP boasted recently how, by erecting 
flat-pack furniture for an ex-soldier, its 
help in hand team had been “helping 
its own people”. No prizes for guessing 
what that means, and it’s a sure bet that 
not many of the leaflets have been put 
through the letterboxes of non-white 
residents in Corsham or Leeds. 

The Corsham help in hand team, 
which also includes Mick Simpkins, the 
BNP’s Corsham town councillor, 
received a trophy for “best community 
initiative” at the BNP’s Red White Blue 
festival in summer and promised to tell 
other BNP branches how to set up such 
a scheme at the party’s autumn training 
weekend. So far it seems that only the 
Leeds branch has been willing to make 


the effort. 


Ban the burka 
i IS; NO |SURPRISE=ithat’ ‘the 
BNP website would report favourably 
on an call by a councillor in Calderdale 
for staff to be banned from wearing 
the burka and  niqab. Councillor 
Alan Clegg, leader of the independent 
group on the council, claims 

that the full veil, which ‘) 


Geoffrey | 
Wallace | 


Court date for Griffin 


NICK GRIFFIN, the BNP leader, took time off from sorting out his party’s internal feuds 
to squeeze into a tiny court room in North Wales last month, with an entourage of 


party activists. 


Griffin claimed he was providing “moral support” for Patrick Pattison, a BNP community 
councillor in Llysfaen. Conwy Council has applied for an order banning Pattison from 
council buildings. It follows allegations of “threatening, abusive or insulting” behaviour 
towards officers and members by the 55-year-old former independent councillor, who 
caused outrage when he defected to the BNP earlier this year. 

The council said it would call 11 witnesses to give evidence of Pattison’s 
unacceptable behaviour. The 10-minute hearing ended with the judge 
deciding that Colwyn Bay court was unsuitable for the full hearing, due to 
the unusual interest in it. The case was adjourned until January when it will 


be heard by in Rhyl. 


he says two council workers wear, 
“intimidates people”. 

What is surprising is that the BNP’s 
sole remaining Calderdale councillor, 


Geoffrey Wallace, seems to have 
nothing to say on the matter, even 
though opposition to all things Islamic 
is the main plank of BNP policy these 
days. The BNP leadership must surely 
berate this “do-nothing” councillor 
for not instantly jumping on this 
convenient bandwagon. 


Another conspiracy nut 

ONE OF THE BNP’S two remaining 
Sandwell councillors has done little to 
distinguish himself since his election 
in May 2006 but does have some 
interesting links on his official council 
website. Under the heading “My 
Politics”, alongside the websites of the 
BNP and its front groups, Civil Liberty 
and Solidarity, Russell Green lists the 
aptly named “Conspiracy Planet”. 
This site espouses pretty much every 
lunatic nazi and antisemitic conspiracy 
going, including that the 9/11 terror 
attacks were an “inside job”. 

Also there is “The Truth Seeker”, 
which carries articles that suggest HIV 
is a harmless virus and does not cause 
Aids, claims to reveal the secret powers 
behind the Vatican and argues that 


Jewish bankers brought Hitler to power. 


Green is not the first Sandwell BNP 
councillor to promote such offensive 
nonsense. Simon Smith was suspended 
from the council for three months in 
July this year for misusing his council 


4) website, which included some of the 


same links. Smith also resigned from 
the BNP, after which Simon Darby, 
the BNP’s deputy leader, stated that the 
reason for his departure was his 
unacceptable beliefs. So what is more 
acceptable about Green? 


BNP fails to declare donations 
THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY has failed to include at 


least one donation in its quarterly donation report to the 
Electoral Commission, an offence for which the party’s treasurer 
could be imprisoned for up to 12 months. 

In September the BNP launched its campaign for next year’s 
London elections with three meetings on successive nights 
featuring Nick Griffin, the party leader, Richard Barnbrook, the 
BNP’s candidate for Mayor of London, and Nick Erikson, the 
London regional organiser. 

Writing in his chairman’s blog, Griffin boasted that the 
meetings raised £12,000 including “a magnificent donation of 
more than £5,000 by BNP old hand and recent council candidate 
Steve Johnson”. Video footage on BNP television shows Johnson 
handing over a cheque for £5,315. 

Under the Political Parties Elections and Referendums Act 
2000 all parties have to deliver quarterly 
reports of donations over 45,000 made to ¢ 
the party’s central organisation and over 
£1,000 given to other party accounting units. 
Johnson’s donation and any others over 
£1,000 — local BNP units fall under the 
party’s regional accounting unit — should have 
appeared on the latest report covering July to 
September 2007. 

Yet the only donation shown is £5,000 on 10 
September from Charles Wentworth, the BNP’s 
only reported donor of the past two years, who 
has now given £33,263 to the fascist party’s 
head office. 

The omission has been brought to the 
attention of the Electoral Commission, 
which will no doubt demand an 
explanation of John Walker, the BNP 
treasurer. It comes at a time when the 
BNP’s accounts are more than four _ 
months overdue and the party is 
suffering renewed problems over 
branches not submitting their 


petty cash books to head office. 


BNP treasurer John Walker 4 * 
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Solidarity elects compliant executive 


Adam Walker 
new Solidarity 
president 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY’S fake trade union, 
the misnamed Solidarity, held elections last month 
for its seven-strong executive. The organisation had 
appointed an executive at its “Emergency General 
Meeting” in July, but on that occasion it was unable 
to get away with ousting Clive Potter, its president, 
who had fallen out with Patrick Harrington, the 
general secretary and good mate of Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader. 

Hence the need for an election so soon. Potter did 
not stand as he does not recognise this version of 
Solidarity. His own Solidarity dismissed the election 
as “bogus”. The BNP’s Adam Walker was elected 
unopposed as president and Harrington retained his 
position as general secretary, also unopposed. 

Six candidates stood in the election for five 
ordinary members of the executive, as a result of 
which Lindsey Nieuwhof, wife of Solidarity’s website 
provider Lambertus “Bep” Nieuwhof, lost her seat. 
Simone Clarke, the BNP ballerina, was re-elected, as 
was David Kerr, who like Harrington is part of the 
leadership of Third Way. They were joined by Mark 
Walker, brother of Adam, and Garry Aronsson, 
whose election address included the claim that he 
was a member of Mensa, both from the BNP. Also 
elected was David Durrant, another Third Way man - 
so much for Solidarity’s independence claims. 


GETINVOLVED 


Searchlight is currently planning for next year’s local authority and London Assembly 
elections. Over the next few weeks we shall consult with the political parties, trade 


unions and local anti-BNP groups about our plans. 


We shall also hold a series of training events around the country to help local 


community organisations and trade unions run more effective local cam 


If you would like to help Searchlight or want to get i 
group. please email us at cathy@stopthebnp.org.uk 


nvolved in your | 


To keep informed of the campaign for Hope not Hate ple 


www.hopenothate. 
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Lest we forget 


by Matthew Collins 


LAST MONTH we as_ nation 
rightfully took a moment to reflect on 
the sacrifices made by the many men 
and women who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice for freedom. These sacrifices 
also did not go unnoticed by the 
extremists in our midst. According to 
the British National Party website, 
selling poppies in memory of the great 
many commonwealth war dead was a 
“patriotic chore”. 

A “chore” it must indeed be, 
given that most BNP members would 
rather have fought on the German side 
in both world wars. I even recall Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, marching 
under the banner “No More Brothers 
Wars” in his shady past. Now for his 
party openly to encourage race haters 
and nazis to go out and raise money for 
people who were wounded fighting 
totalitarianism and fascism is, as far as 
I’m concerned, just another cynical way 
to keep besmirching the memory of 
Britain’s war dead while trying to make 
political gains. 

Talking of Griffin, how’s this from 
Simon Darby, the BNP’s press officer 
and deputy leader, writing on his 
“naturalist” blog: “I'll leave you with this 


Antisemite Eddy Morrison 


15 minute audio file from Nick in 
Detroit recorded 40 minutes ago as 
I have to go and get some wood ...” 
T'll fetch my coat. 

Readers may recall how everybody in 
the BNP and the extreme-right fringe 
has been going on recently about 
Searchlight’s editor Nick Lowles actually 
being a senior member of the British far 
right. The debate got really interesting 
last month, with some saying Lowles is 
actually Gerry Gable, the magazine’s 
publisher. Thankfully, Eddy Morrison 
of the minuscule British People’s Party 
reads the magazine and confirms that 
this too is a “ridiculous lie”. 


Morrison asks when we will be honest 
enough to mention that the BPP is 
actually a “fast moving” organisation? 
Well, in the interests of fairness here 
goes. When one of your three members 
believes and so writes: “The only 
winners of two pointless and needless 
wars are the internationalist liberals, the 
communists, and the eternal money 
grubbing Jews”, we can safely conclude 
that the BPP is sinking very fast. 

The Sheffield Nationalist forum, 


/ which is very much part of the current 


“BNP blog” phenomenon, reported 
verbatim last month an article from the 


Daily Mail regarding some alleged 


electoral fraud involving an Asian 
candidate during this year’s council 
elections in Birmingham. I say verbatim 
but that’s not entirely accurate. Despite 
linking to the original article in the 
Mail nowhere in the original piece did 
I find the headline: “Them F***ing 


’ Pakis Are At It Again’. You can find 


this headline on the blog, along with 
two pictures of, and an article about, 
that great patriotic politician, Nick 
Griffin with a link to the writers’ 
political masters, the BNP. 

Martin Wingfield has finally obliged 
me with some recollections of his 
colourful past (see last month’s 
Searchlight). It’s not quite what I had in 
mind, but it is a start and obviously 
another opportunity for Martin to 
remind everyone he’s been writing racist 
nonsense for years and years. Wingfield 
has been waxing lyrical about his time 
in Pentonville prison in 1985 when he 
served three months for refusing to pay 
a fine for his racist activities. He relates 
that some prison teachers refused to be 
served coffee by him (one of the duties 
of what he described as a “plum job” in 
the education department). All this 
reminiscence is sparked by the fact 
that last month was the first anniversary 
of Griffin and his popular sidekick 
Mark Collett escaping justice at Leeds 
Crown Court for insulting Muslims. 
After some fawning lines on Griffin's 
and ~ Collett’s myriad talents, 
Wingfield concludes that Griffin has 
“statesman status”. 

So, while we're rhapsodising 
about the past, let’s remember what 
Griffin once wrote about Wingfield’s 
imprisonment: “Wingfield also spent a 
brief spell ‘inside’ for non-payment of 
a Race Act fine. While this was 
the correct thing to do, his main 
motivation was to make himself a 
martyr and boost his popularity in 
preparation for the factional struggle 
which he was already planning.” 

Lest we forget. ~= 


By Alfio Bernabei 


/ritten 64 years ago under 
the pseudonym “Cassius” 
/ and very successful, with 

} Wey 150,000 copies sold in 
wartime Britain, The Trial of Mussolini 
still ranks among one of the most 
significant books in the annals of 
antifascist literature. 

Its message remains topical and has 
several warnings. Never put your trust 
in the fight against nazism and fascism 
entirely in the hands of politicians or 
Government ministers. They are quite 
capable of underestimating the threat 
posed by rogue leaders at home and 
abroad, and even of being seduced by 
them. Be ready as individuals or groups 
to act decisively against the resurgence 
of nazism and fascism even in ways 
which may potentially be unpopular 
with the authorities at the time. 
Do not hesitate to lend support, moral 
and financial, to those engaged in 
opposing the threat. Stark warnings, 
but not everything is bleak. Almost in 


Wartime drama still holds 
important lessons for today’s 
fight against fascism 


the vein of Antonio Gramsci’s belief in 
“the optimism of reason” one is also 
reminded that in the moral conscience 
of the vast majority of mankind there 
is something irrepressibly alive that 
finds the nazi and fascist doctrine 
abhorrent and inhuman. It is the 
universal “no pasaran”. 

And yes, of course, there are the harsh 
lessons of history. 

The Trial of Mussolini draws mostly 
on historical facts. It dissects Anglo- 
Italian relations from Mussolini’s so- 
called March on Rome in 1922 to the 
outbreak of the Second World War 
when Britain received the “stab in the 
back”. The unexpected thing about this 
great antifascist piece of literature is 
that, although often described as a 
pamphlet, it was actually conceived 
as a play to be staged in a theatre to 
arouse a debate in the audience. It is a 
courtroom drama with all the tricks of 
the trade: overturned expectations, 
suspense, wry forensic humour and an 


open ending with an unpronounced 
verdict that leaves the jury on tiptoe. 

Published by Gollancz in 1943, soon 
after Mussolini was ousted from power 
by the very same Fascist Grand Council 
that he had created to prop up 
his dictatorship, “Cassius” expressed his 
fears in the preface, accurately as it 
turned out, that “an unforeseen accident 
might at any moment deprive him 
[Mussolini] of any chance of 
vindicating himself before a public 
tribunal”. In other words “Cassius” 
feared that Mussolini might be killed 
before he could provide valuable 
information on how he managed to set 
up his regime and with whose assistance 
he achieved his goals. The “accident” 
was a good guess. Two years later 
Mussolini, disguised in a nazi uniform, 
was captured by partigiani and 
summarily executed. 

“Cassius” did not wish that to happen. 
He wanted Mussolini tried as a war 
criminal before the public, the world, to 
forestall a repeat of the same mistake in 
history. Neither a bullet nor public 
wrath or the verdict of historians could 
suffice, he opined, to deal with the 
monstrous phenomenon that led to 
the Second World War. 

“Cassius” therefore imagined 
Mussolini arrested by the British Army, 
brought to London and tried in a 
tribunal very similar to the Old Bailey. 
The 82-page pamphlet-play suggests a 
verbatim account of a five-day trial. 

“Cassius” was the pseudonym used by 
Michael Foot, leader of the Labour 
Party from 1980 to 1983. He was at 
the time a Fleet Street journalist. 
Three years earlier, with the help of 
some colleagues, he had written 
pamphlet called Guilty Men under the 
pseudonym “Cato”. So blunt were their 
accusations against British politicians 
who had engaged in the appeasement 
policy that W H Smith refused to stock 
it, though this did not prevent the book 
becoming a bestseller. “They were 
trying to stop the distribution,” said 
Foot in an interview, “but they couldn't 
succeed and when they tried, we sold 
the book on barrows, up Fleet Street 
and elsewhere. Guilty Men did 
represent, I think, the spirit of the 
time, the spirit of resistance. It was 
not only an attack on the guilty men, 
it was saying how we could 
fight and win the war.” 

Foot wrote The Trial of 
Mussolini on his own 
and was perhaps even 
more explicit in expos- 
ing the support given 
by some Conservative 
British politicians, 
former Foreign 
Ministers and a 


newspaper proprietor, the first Lord 
Rothermere, to Mussolini, allowing him 
to feel relatively secure while he was 
invading Abyssinia and bombing Spain. 
The appeasement policy towards Italy 
continued until May 1940, just weeks 
before Mussolini declared war on 
Britain and France. 

The structure of the courtroom 
drama works with devastating effect. 
Presenting the case on behalf of the 
Government the Attorney-General 
asks for Mussolini to be put to death 
quite swiftly. But Mussolini’s counsel 
shocks everybody. He opens up the 
question of political morality in 
international relations and suggests that 
if Mussolini is guilty, so are those 
who facilitated him in his task and gave 
him encouragement to pursue his 
objectives. He calls in a large number of 
witnesses: Austen Chamberlain, Lord 
Rothermere, Neville Chamberlain, 
Lord Halifax, Sir Samuel Hoare, Lord 
Simon, Duff Cooper, Lord Lloyd and 
others. He shows that they all acted in 
ways that helped Mussolini and 
lavished praise on him! Even Winston 
Churchill, not called in to testify, but 
quoted at length, went out of his way to 
applaud his leadership. 

Giving evidence, Lord Rothermere 
(he died in 1940 but Foot resuscitated 
him to provide evidence of his 
pro-fascist sympathies and generous 
propaganda for the regime) recalls 
proudly what he wrote about Mussolini: 
“I claim with sincere satisfaction to have 
been the first man in a position of 
public influence to put Mussolini’s 
achievement in its right light ... 1 am 
proud of the fact that the Daily Mail 
was the first newspaper in England, and 
in the world outside Italy, to give the 
public a right estimate of the soundness 
and durability of his work.” To this 
Mussolini's Counsel observes sarcas- 
tically that Lord Rothermere wrote this 
tribute to the “greatest man” in 1928 
“before you had met Hitler”. 

Then Mussolini himself addresses the 

jury. He crudely demonstrates how 

em, successive British Government 

%, ministers “bowed and 
scurried” before him in 
9 Rome, delighted to be his 

guests, and how hollow 
now sound the accusations 
against him. “Condemn me, 
buy | spare. me... British 
hypocrisy!” Finally, = an 
Abyssinian, a Spaniard and 
an Italian give their moving 
testimonies of what hap- 
pened in their countries 
1 under the fascist onslaught: 
) the nerve gas used against 


Michael Foot 


a harmless population, the massacres in 
Spain and the prison camps in Italy. 
Could all this have been avoided had 
different decisions been taken in 
London to stop Mussolini? 

In his summing up the judge 
thunders against those in British 
politics who turned their gaze 
elsewhere, gave Mussolini a nod or 
toasted him, as Neville Chamberlain 
and Lord Halifax did in Rome in 1939, 
hailing the new King of Ethiopia (the 
Italian King). He concludes: “When 
Mussolini was merely a fascist dictator 
they applauded him, when he was 
merely a breaker of international 
treaties they made new treaties with 
him, but as he was ambitious to make 
war on England they would slay him”. 
He observes that if Mussolini is to be 
condemned solely for having stuck his 
knife in Britain then “fascism will leave 
this court acquitted” and “a new fascism 
might be treated in the same manner”. 
Mussolini is certainly guilty but so are 
those who assisted him. 

It is pretty clear that the judge is Foot 
himself, with his faith in the Labour 
Party of the time and in ordinary 
people’s capacity to forestall new threats 
posed by unreliable or treacherous 
politicians and adventurers. This “other 
England”, he says, made some mistakes 
too, for it could have provided stronger 
opposition and resistance to fascism, but 
in spite of failures it remained an 
inspiring force, even for the people of 
Abyssinia or Spain who had been 
subjugated by the fascists. In a moving 
example of people’s solidarity the judge 
reminds the jury how “the people of 
Tyneside and the Rhondda and 
Glasgow” went on collecting their hard- 
earned pennies to send to Spain and 
continued to do so even if they were 
discouraged by the rulers of Britain 
and even condemned as “warmongers”. 
They were doing the right thing, 
he implies, they knew best. It is a 
powerful ending. 

Now aged 94, Foot described himself 
as “delighted” when last month a reading 
of The Trial of Mussolini was presented 
at a London theatre to pay homage to 
his work as an antifascist. More than six 
decades after he wrote it, the need to be 
alert against nazism and fascism as he 
set out so clearly in The Trial of 
Mussolini remains ever so relevant, with 
the myriad groups emerging across 
Europe displaying swastikas and Celtic 
crosses in the streets and football 
stadiums. In Italy itself, the very country 
that gave birth to fascism, on the 85th 
anniversary of the March on Rome two 
months ago an unprecedented crowd of 
about 10,000 nazis and fascists gathered 
in Predappio, the dictator's birthplace to 
pay homage to Mussolini ~= 


Teachers’ website welcomes Holocaust deniers 


The Times Educational Supplement reported positively 
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The teachers’ opinion forum, at exactly the same time, 
had a thread entitled Calling All Historians: were there gas 
chambers at Auschwitz? which provided an open forum 
for antisemites to spread their evil views. 

One poster, the strangely named Chapped Crack, who 
had previously used the site to argue that intelligence 
was racially determined and to support BNP teachers, 
had a field day, sharing that he was researching “heroes 
and heroic actions of the Waffen SS” 

Another poster contributed his view “Holocaust, 


NO ELECTION JOY FOR BNP 
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the war it was invented after the war partly to justify 
the establishment of a Jewish state on stolen 
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Some posters, several of them Jewish who had relatives 
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physically sick to read such disgusting comments. 

Although TES said, in response to a complaint, that they 
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The BNP pulled out all the stops to win a by- 
election to Waltham Abbey town council on 25 
October, with several leaflets and nearly a full 
canvass. But a strong response by the local anti- 
fascist community group, Redbridge and Epping 
Forest Together, left a dejected BNP trailing just 18 


London anti-Islam protest flops 


An attempt to spread a right- 
wing anti-Islamic message in 
London failed utterly. A 
demonstration organised by Stop 
Islamification of Europe, a group 
originating in Scandinavia, 


attracted a mere 40 participants, 
including some Danes and 
Swedes, instead of the hundreds 
expected. The BNP, so vocal in 
its anti-Islamic rhetoric, failed to 
put in an official appearance. 


votes behind the Conservative victor. 

The BNP is trying to get onto town and parish 
councils in many areas, generally by trying to get co- 
opted, as these councils only have to hold a by- 
election for vacancies if voters request one. 
Although these councils have limited powers and 
are often non-political, the BNP hopes to use them 
as a springboard to get elected to the higher tiers of 
local government. Several but unfortunately not all 
of these councils have resisted the BNP’s attentions. 

On the same day the BNP achieved a piteous 4.1% 
in a council by-election in Manor ward, Sefton, 
though did better the following week in Sutton West 
ward, Ashfield, coming third with 13.6%. 

The same poll position and percentage in Castle 
ward, Tamworth, on 8 November was probably a 
disappointment for the BNP, which had mounted a 
full campaign, even involving deputy leader Simon 
Darby, to no avail. 

The BNP has never achieved much in county 
council elections and Lincolnshire’s Heighington 
and Washingborough ward was no exception. 
The BNP made the best of a poor 8.9% by crowing 
about how it beat the UK Independence Party, 
which got 3.6% in what the BNP claimed was a 
UKIP target seat. 

In Rhiw ward, Conwy, there was not even that 
consolation prize for the BNP, which achieved a 
pathetic 61 votes (4.9%) coming fourth, on 22 
November. The BNP candidate, John Oddy, had 
campaigned for increased policing, but presumably 
not for stronger powers for Revenue and Customs 
officers. At the end of October Revenue and 
Customs officers armed with a search warrant visited 
his home and confiscated 400 cigarettes illicitly 
purchased from a friend. Naturally the law-and-order 
party candidate refused to reveal the friend’s name. 


Picture: David Hoffman 
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BELGIUM 
Playground 
for nazis 


Wim Haelsterman reports 
from Brussels for 
AFF/Verzet - RésistanceS 


ALMOST 700 boneheads showed up 
for yet another Ian Stuart Donaldson 
Memorial hate rock festival in Belgium 
in late October, a disappointing turnout 
for the Blood & Honour Flanders 
(B&H) organisers who had hoped to 
attract at least 2,000 to the event. 
Despite the poor attendance, which 
may have been the result of internal 
problems in the banned German wing 
of the organisation, the event got a lot of 
coverage in the Belgian media. 

After failing to find a venue that 
could host 2,000 nazis, B&H reverted 
to the venue used for last year’s ISD 
commemoration in the village of 
Wolfsdonk, near Aarschot. A man, who 
was not a bonehead, had booked the 
canteen of a local football club, for a 
“big birthday party” and a huge tent had 
been erected alongside it. The nazis 
gathered at a number of motorway car 
parks before moving off to the “secret” 
location, redirected by mainly Germans. 

The “security service” at the venue 
was organised by British B&H 
members, who menaced a national 
television crew who wanted to interview 
local people. Their main task seemed to 
be ensuring those attending handed 
over all their weapons. 

The line-up included notorious hate 
bands such as Whitelaw, Propaganda, 
Eternal Pride Avalon and the Flemish 
band Kill Baby Kill, led by Dieter 
Samoy, one of the fascists behind a 
vicious racist attack on a black man and 
his white friend in Bruges last year. 

Most of the participants paid more 
attention to drinking beer than to the 
music. Most of them got drunk and 
kicked off several brawls, reducing 
the event to a chaotic mess. When the 
organisers called for “a minute’s silence for 
white hero Ian Stuart” hardly anyone took 
any notice. The next day B&H Flanders 
had to close its online forum because it 
had received so many complaints. 

The left-wing party “Spirit”, which 
was part of the last Belgian federal 


government, has announced that it will 
reintroduce its bill to ban nazi activities in 
Belgium and groups such as B&H that 
are illegal elsewhere. Germany prohibited 
B&H seven years ago but in Belgium 
apparently the political world lacks the 
courage to ban organised nazi activities. 
The failure to act is turning Belgium 
into a playground for all manner of 
right-wing extremists. Days before the 
B&H gig the far-right Flemish Youth 
Westland (VJW) staged a “national 


demonstration” in Bruges on 21 
October. Despite an intense 
mobilisation campaign and media 


attention, no more than 60 to 70 
extremists showed up, among them 
numerous boneheads and a delegation 
from the Walloon fascist outfit, Nation. 

At the end of a short demonstration, 
Pieter Van Damme, the organiser of 
VJW, called for a “national-solidarist 
society” and demanded more respect for 


the Dutch language. In view of the 
presence of French-speaking nazis, it is 
unlikely that everyone present really 
understood his message. Even though 
“freedom of speech” (for nationalists) 


was one of the main themes, 
participants were not allowed to speak 
to the press. 

Neither the far-right Vlaams Belang 
nor its satellite Voorpost attended 
the demonstration because relations 
between the “bourgeois-liberal” VB and 
the “genuine nationalist radicals” of the 
VJW are frosty. Perhaps this rivalry 
explains why the VJW deliberately 
made use of the old VB slogan “eigen 
volk eerst’ (our own people first) during 
the march. Most of the VJW’s activists, 
incidentally, share a past in the VB but 
were excluded for one reason or other. 

About 300 anti-fascists, mobilised 
by the anti-fascist group Blokbuster, 
protested at the nazi march. ~= 


DENMARK: Right-wing populists make gains 


From Anne Jessenfor Demos and Antifa-Net in Copenhagen 


The anti-immigrant populist Danish People’s Party (DFP) has consolidated its 
electoral progress. In a snap general election on 13 November, the party got 
476.638 votes (13.8%) and gained an extra seat, giving it 25 seats in the 179- 


seat parliament. 


Anders Fogh Rasmussen remains Prime Minister in a coalition between the 
Liberal Party and the Conservatives but the DFP’s vote will enable it to put 
more pressure on the government for anti-immigrant policies. 

The DFP made hostility to Muslim immigrants a central campaign issue and 
caused controversy with an election poster aimed at stigmatising the Muslim 
community. It depicted the Prophet Mohammed with the caption: “Freedom 
of speech is Danish. Censorship is not. We defend Danish values.” 

An anti-Muslim and anti-immigrant group called Stop the Islamicisation of 
Denmark (SIAD) threatened to stand in the election but did not in the end do 
so. SIAD maintains close contact with a group of people who were thrown 
out of the fascist Danish Front a year ago. The Danish Front has reinvented 
itself under the name Free Danish Nationalists (FDN) and its spokesman is 
Julius Borgesen, the former spokesman of the Dansk Front. Borgesen was 
sentenced in September to six months’ detention for calling for a firebomb 
attack on the Danish Interior Minister. The violence-prone FDN often appears 
alongside SIAD and provides security for it. 


International 
roundup 


IDENTITY, Tradition, Sovereignty 
(ITS), the European Parliament’s far- 
right bloc, has collapsed after five Great 
Romania Party MEPs resigned over 
“xenophobic” remarks by their Italian 


colleague Alessandra = Mussolini 
(pictured). The granddaughter of the 
fascist dictator Benito Mussolini had 
reportedly described Romanians as 
“habitual law-breakers” and said that 
Italians saw little difference between 
Romanian immigrants and Roma 
people. Her alleged remarks followed the 
expulsion of 20 Romanians from Italy as 
a result of a series of violent crimes. 

The Great Romania Party, which 
prides itself on its fiercely nationalistic 
and anti-Roma platform, reacted by 
circulating a statement by its president, 
Corneliu Vadim Tudor, saying that the 
party could have no further dealings 
with Ms Mussolini and “rejects any 
attempt of a recrudescence of the 
fascism in the United Europe”. 

Their departure left ITS with fewer 
than the 20 MEPs from five countries 
required to form an official group and 


obtain enhanced funds and privileges. 
Before the walkout the ITS had 
23 members. 

The ITS, which brought together 
disparate fascists, extreme nationalists 
and ultra-rightists, was created in 
January after the accession of Bulgaria 
and Romania to the EU increased the 
number of far-right MEPs. It included 
MEPs from Italy, France, Austria, 
Bulgaria and Romania as well as Ashley 
Mote from the UK. Elected in June 
2004, Mote was expelled from the UK 
Independence Party the following 
month and is currently serving a nine- 
month prison sentence for 21 benefit 
fraud convictions. 

Democratic MEPs applauded news 
of the collapse of the ITS. “This 
collection of unsavoury European 
politicians were united only by hatred — 
be it of other races, nationalities, 
sexualities or, ironically, the EU. It was 
only a matter of time before they 
succumbed to a hatred of each other as 
well,” Jean Lambert, a British Green 
MEP, told reporters. 


A 16-year-old boy was stabbed 
to death and at least eight 
people, including a policeman, 
hurt in Madrid in fierce clashes 
between nazis and anti-racists 
at a Madrid underground 
station on 11 November. 

Carlos Javier Palomino, who 
was part of a group of anti- 
racists, was stabbed through 
the heart by a nazi inside a train 
that had stopped at Legazpi 
station. Police later detained a 
24-year-old off-duty soldier in 
the Spanish army on suspicion 
of carrying out the killing. 

According to a statement 
from the Spanish Interior 
Ministry, the suspect had been 
was on his way to an anti- 
immigration rally organised by 
the far-right National 
Democracy party, while the 
victim was one of about 300 
people who had gathered to 
try to stop the event from 
taking place. 

The Interior Ministry, which 
had authorised the fascist rally, 
claimed that anti-fascists threw 
sticks, rocks, bottles and 
Molotov cocktails at the police 


SPAIN: Anti-fascist stabbed to death 


who tried to stop them from 
reaching the square where the 
far-right event was being held. 
The following evening, about 
500 people demonstrated in 
the centre of Madrid in protest 
at the killing carrying placards 
stating, “Fascists are terrorists”. 

Despite the tensions 
resulting from the killing, a 
Spanish court gave go-ahead 
for another fascist event on 17 
November. The purpose of the 
Falangist demonstration, to 
which the US nazi David Duke 
had reportedly been invited, 
was to commemorate the 
killing of Jose Antonio Primo 
de Rivera in 1936 by anti- 
fascists during the Spanish 
Civil War. 

Madrid’s regional government 
had initially banned the rally 
because it considered its slogan 
“Assassinated by Socialists” 
provocative. After the fascists 
withdrew the slogan, a court 
gave the fascists permission to 
march in Madrid and at the 
Valley of the Fallen, the site of a 
memorial to the Spanish fascist 
dictator General Franco. 


CZECH REPUBLIC 
Police round up fascists 


MORE THAN 360 fascists were arrested in Prague 
on 10 November when they tried to stage an illegal 
demonstration to mark the anniversary of the 1938 
Kristallnacht Nazi pogrom. They included Petr 
Kalinovsky, a spokesman for National Resistance, 
who was arrested for firing a gas pistol. 

Eva Brozova, a police spokesperson, stated that 96 
of the fascists came from Germany and Slovakia. 
Three more busloads of Germans from Saxony only 
arrived in the evening after being held up by Czech 
frontier police. 

Interior Minister Ivan Langer confirmed that the 
police confiscated weapons, including explosives, 
batons, truncheons and homemade Molotov 
cocktails, from the nazis. A police commander said 
that his force’s operation, involving 1,900 armed 
officers, “was aimed at right-wing extremists”. 

The Young National Democrats, whose organiser, 
Erik Sedlacek, was arrested with a group of German 
Young National Democrats at Prague Castle, had 
planned to march through Prague’s historic Jewish 
quarter. The Jewish community determined to 
oppose the fascist march passively as long as it 
remained outside the Jewish quarter. When the nazis 
tried to enter, they were stopped by more than 1,000 
anti-fascists wearing yellow stars and carrying red, 
Israeli and anarchist flags. 

Prague’s mayor Pavel Bem, who joined the 
anti-fascist gathering, denounced the nazi march 
as “unacceptable” and called for a “cultivation of 
the national memory”, especially the fact that 
the Nazis murdered 77,000 Jews from the 
former Czechoslovakia. 


SPAIN: Holocaust 
denial legalised 


Pedro Varela (left) meets David Irving 


THE SPANISH Constitutional 
Court has decided that a law 
that makes it a criminal offence 
to deny the Holocaust is 
incompatible with the right to 
freedom of expression guaranteed 
under the Constitution. With four 
members registering their dissent, 
the court abolished article 607.2 
of the New Penal Code, under 
which Holocaust denial was 
punishable by up to two years’ 
imprisonment. 

The decision means that it is 
now legal in Spain to print and 
distribute the kind of literature 
which made the country infamous 
before 1995, when article 607.2 
was adopted. It is a victory for 
Spain's main Holocaust denier, 
Pedro Varela. The Barcelona- 
based boss of Libreria Europa, 
who was sentenced to five years in 
prison for various racist offences 
in 1998, had appealed against his 
convictions to the Audiencia 
Provincial de Barcelona, which 
had already ruled that article 
607.2 was illegal in 2000. 

Varela will again be able to 
operate his bookshop freely and 
resume his mail-order activity. 
On 24 November, the French 
Holocaust denier, Robert 
Faurisson is to appear at a 
conference in Spain to tout his 
latest book, Las victorias del 
revisionismo. 

A few weeks ago the Spanish 
Parliament passed a law on 
national memory which from next 
year will prevent devotees of the 
former fascist dictator General 
Franco from holding their annual 
offensive commemoration at the 
Valley of the Fallen memorial. 


From Jean-Yves Camus 
in Paris 


Terre et Peuple’s vial of poison 


Taz reports from Paris for Reflex and Antifa-Net 


THE ANNUAL Round Table con- 
ferences staged by the tiny fascist Terre 
et Peuple (Earth and People) have 
attained a popularity among the radical 
fringe of French nationalism far beyond 
the significance of the group itself. 

This theme of this year’s event, the 
twelfth, was freedom for history, a pet 
theme of Pierre Vial, the veteran fascist 
and pagan who has led T&P since he 
founded it in April 1995. 

In many respects, Pierre Vial is T&P. 
Born in December 1942, Vial began his 
fascist career early by joining Jeune 
Nation in 1958. After that outfit was 
banned for its activities in support of 
militant French colonialists during the 
Algerian War, Vial signed up with 
the Federation of Nationalist Students 
and took part in part in the foundation 
of Europe Action, before passing 
through a series of splinter groups. 

He gained fame when he co-founded 
the new-right Research and Study 
Group for European Civilisation 
(GRECE). He worked in its history 
commission and became its organiser in 
the Lyon region, moving on to the 
position of general secretary and 
director of its publications Elements and 
Etudes et Recherches from 1978 to 1984. 

Undermined by its lack of practical 
perspectives and internal quarrels, 
GRECE declined after the Front 
National (FN) gained representation to 
the French National Assembly. Vial 
moved to the FN and by 1990 was a 
leading figure in the party, holding a seat 
on its central committee. He played a 
lively role in local and parliamentary 
election campaigns, organised political 
education and conferences, and backed 
campaigns in support of Croatia’s break 
from the Yugoslav Republic. 

Until the FN split in 1998, Vial was 


seen as a steady and dependable member 
of the leadership. But when factional 
war broke out between Jean-Marie 
Le Pen, the FN leader, and his deputy 
Bruno Mégret, he nailed his flag to 
Mégret’s mast. His natural affinity with 
the political radicalism of some Mégret’s 
extremist followers was reinforced by his 
hostility to Bernard Antony’s Catholic 
fundamentalist faction in the FN. 

Vial soon joined the national 
secretariat of Mégret’s National 
Republican Movement (MNR). It did 
not last long. The MNR’s diminishing 
prospects brought him into conflict with 
Mégret who expelled him on 14 
October 2001 for his bitter criticism of 
the party's pro-US position in response 
to the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

T&P’s political roots lie in the first 
third of the 20th century and follow 
closely the vd/kisch ideas of the postwar 
German fascist theorist Armin Mohler. 
T&P claims to have more than 20 
branches in France and one in Belgium. 
Although it has a paid-up membership 
of around 1,000, many are inactive. 

The Round Table every October is 
T&P’s main activity. Each year it is 
organised around one of Vial’s pet 
themes, such as the destiny of European 
man in 2002 and Franco-German 
friendship in 2003. The conferences 
attract 400 to 500 participants, mostly 
older people but including a sizable 
contingent in their early thirties. 
Here former, activists of the fascist 
Renouveau Etudiant decked out in 
Barbour jackets meet skinheads in Para 
gear. The skinhead presence at the Round 
Table has grown because T&P is about 
the only national fascist organisation that 
will accept them without wincing. 

The Round Tables also give T&P the 
opportunity to create the impression 
of a living “national community” by 
encouraging extremist and antisemitic 
booksellers such as Licorne Bleue and 
Librarie National and by involving 
craftsmen, editors, record labels, 
musicians and friendly entertainers. 

The relative success of the Round 
Tables contrasts with the much lower 
numbers attending T&P’s events. 
Its annual Communitarian Assembly in 
May or June seldom attracts more than 
70 people, despite it being the forum for 
activists to discuss the past year’s activity 
_ and the organisation's policies as set 


out by Vial. 


Pierre Vial, founder and president 
. of Terre et Peuple 


International 


Far right 
hammered 
as democracy 
triumphs 


Rafal Pankowski reports 
from Warsaw for Nigdy 
Wiecej and Antifa-Net 


AN EARLY PARLIAMENTARY 
election on 21 October brought a 
resounding victory for the liberal 
democratic opposition, bringing to an 
end two years of ghastly extreme-right 
antics masquerading as government. 
The liberal Civic Platform (PO) 
received 41% of the vote against 32% 
for Jaroslaw Kaczynski’s Law and 
Justice (PiS). The once mighty far-right 
League of Polish Families (LPR) failed 
to overcome the 5% threshold for 
representation in parliament, winning 
just 1.3%. Its leader, Roman Giertych, 
was until recently Poland’s Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Education. Three years ago, the LPR 
took over 15% of the national vote in 
the European elections and became the 
second political force in the country. 
Its 8% in the 2005 parliamentary 
election was seen as disappointing at the 
time but was enough for the party to be 
brought into the coalition government. 
A mass mobilisation of young voters 
in particular was the key to the defeat of 
the right. Many young Poles in the UK 
travelled to Polish consulates and 
queued for up to three hours to cast 
their vote against the government. 
Several polling stations in Poland ran 
out of ballot papers because of the high 
turnout so voting hours had to be 
extended. The sense of emergency was 
widespread and the country’s youth 
exploded with joy as the results came in. 
For the LPR the humiliation was 
crushing. In a last-minute desperate 
move before the poll, the LPR resorted 
to open antisemitism. In television 
advertisements it blamed Israel for the 
Iraq war and showed the LPR’s former 
ally and now rival on the right, 
President Lech Kaczynski, wearing 
a Jewish skull-cap on a visit to the 
Temple Wall in Jerusalem. It brought 


the party very public 
widespread condemnation. 

Giertych is the son and grandson of 
outspoken antisemites. Nevertheless, 
no antisemitic statement could be 
attributed to him directly until a few 


and very 


weeks before the election, when 
Marcin Kornak, the chairman of the 
anti-fascist Never Again Association, 
found an article that Giertych had 
written a few years ago for an internal 
publication in which he applied the 
antisemitic term “parchy” to describe 
his political opponents. 

The word used to mean a nasty kind 
of skin disease but has been used by 
antisemites as a derogatory term for 
Jews, at least since the beginning of the 
20th century. Never Again approached 
an acclaimed linguist, Professor Michal 
Glowinski, who expressed no doubt that 
the word was used in a_ blatantly 
antisemitic context. It was yet another 
blow administered to the LPR by Never 
Again, which has spent the past few 
years exposing the numerous racist 
extremists and antisemites serving as 
LPR-appointed government officials. 

Another embarrassing moment 
came shortly before the election with a 
public tirade against the integration of 
disabled children in schools by Janusz 
Korwin-Mikke, the maverick leader of 
the Real Politics Union (UPR), who ran 
on the LPR ticket. After this, no decent 
person could vote for the LPR list. 

After the defeat Giertych announced 
his withdrawal from political life. 
Sylwester Chruszcez MEP is now 
chairman of the remains of the LPR, 
which predictably is now mired in 
raging internal strife. 

The other extremist party that until 
recently was part of the government, 
Self-Defence (Samoobrona), fared 
equally miserably with just 1.5%. 


That means that fascists such as 
Mateusz Piskorski, the neo-pagan 
enthusiast of the British nazi 


David Myatt, also lost their positions. 
After the election Piskorski, most 
recently Self-Defence’s official national 
spokesman, announced an intention to 
build a new “patriotic left” movement. 

The two parties will now lose state 
funding, which goes only to parties that 
achieve 3% of the vote, and are on the 
edge of bankruptcy. 

But the extreme-right will not 
disappear from the parliamentary 
landscape. A number of people with far- 
right views were elected for PiS, which 
drew much of its support from a 
strategic alliance with the nationalistic 
and antisemitic Radio Maryja. 
Among them is Ryszard Bender, a 
retired history professor at the Catholic 
University of Lublin and a former LPR 
member who has jumped Giertych’s 
sinking ship. Bender shocked the nation 
in 2000 when he claimed in a Radio 
Maryja broadcast that “Auschwitz was 
not a death camp”. 

Bender was comfortably elected to 
the Senate as a PiS representative. 
President Lech Kaczynski appointed 
him as the honorary chair of the first 
session of the newly elected chamber on 
5 November, a move that provoked 
heavy criticism from, among others, 
Marek Edelman, the legendary leader 
of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising. 

Democratic politics in Poland 
triumphed over the extreme right with 
negligible solidarity from abroad. 
The reaction to the Polish extreme 
right’s participation in the government 
of an EU member state were extremely 
timid compared with the EU’s response 
to the entry of Jorg Haider’s far-right 
Freedom Party into the Austrian 
government in 2000. ~ 


Swedish antisemite finds 
new friends at far-right paper 


From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


The far-right weekly Zur Zeit is touting 
the work of the virulently antisemitic 
Holocaust denier Israel Shamir 
through its book service, according to 
a recent promotional leaflet. 

Flowers of Galilee by Shamir, a Swedish 
antisemite who changed his name first 
to Jéran Jermas and then to Adam 
Ermash, was published by the leftist 
Viennese publisher Promedia, whose 
editor, Hannes Hofbauer, is a frequent 
contributor to the left-wing Berlin daily 
Junge Welt. Although the book's French 
editor was fined €23,500 (£16,500) and 
given a suspended three month prison 
sentence for incitement to racial hatred, 
Hofbauer continues to sell it. 

Zur Zeit even uses the French 
conviction to promote the book, in 
which Shamir does not question 
the authenticity of the notorious 
antisemitic forgery The Protocols of the 
Elder of Zion and equates capitalism 
with Judaism, referring to Wall Street as 


a centre of Jewry and“mammonism’ as 
the real religion of the Jews. 

Shamir shamelessly borrows latter- 
day nazi terminology, such as the 
acronym ZOG, which stands for Zionist 
Occupation Government. This is 
hardly a surprise as his contacts with 
nazis such as Horst Mahler and David 
Duke are well known. Under the 
frontispiece of Flowers of Galilee is an 
advertisement for a new book by the 
pro-nazi polemicist David Irving about 
his recent spell in an Austrian prison. 

Zur Zeit is published by Andreas 
Molzer, an MEP of the extreme-right 
Freedom Party (FPO). It started in 
1997 as the Austrian version of the far- 
right Berlin weekly Junge Freiheit. 
Under Molzer’s stewardship, racism, 
antisemitism and xenophobia have 
been staple features. Now that Zur Zeit 
is also promoting openly nazi material 
such as  Balladen des nationalen 
Widerstands Ballads of national 


resistance), Junge Freiheit has decided 
to sever connections. 

Junge Freiheit's stance has angered 
Molzer. He points out acidly that while 
the German internal security service 
(BfV) is watching Junge Freiheit, Zur 
Zeit is respected in Austria and 
even subsidised by the government. 
He is correct on both counts. Zur Zeit 
received €136,889.44 (£96,500) 
between 2004 and 2006 as part of 
Austrian state subvention of the press. 

When Austrian politicians are asked 
why - despite all their solemn 
declarations against racism, anti- 
semitism and xenophobia - such a 
paper benefits from taxpayers’ money, 
they shrug their shoulders and point to 
the laws that supposedly force them to 
subsidize Zur Zeit. They could change 
the law but desist from doing so. 
This may be partly because the 
conservative Austrian People’s Party 
formed a coalition with the extreme- 
right FPO from 2000 to 2006 and the 
Social Democrats think they may need 
such a partner in the future. After all, 
their friend and comrade, the Slovak 
Prime Minister Robert Fico, has entered 
into a similar coalition in Bratislava 
with the extreme-right Slovak National 
Party headed by Jiri Slota. <a] 


Guns found at home of top nazi 
By Christian Dornbusch for Der Rechte Rand and Antifa-Net 


POLICE HAVE seized guns and hate 
CDs at the homes of the leading 
German nazi Thorsten Heise 
(pictured) and two other fascists, 
Michael and Annett Miuiller. In the 
raids, in the village of Fretterode in 
Thiiringen on 30 October, over 100 
armed officers removed a pistol with 
ammunition, a Tommy gun, a machine 
gun and around 1,000 CDs. 

The police action was part of a new 
investigation by prosecution 
authorities in Frankfurt am Main into 
Heise’s involvement in hate music 
CDs with illegal nazi lyrics. One of the 
CDs, entitled Geheime Reichssache is by 
a band called Kommando Freisler, 
which is named after Hitler’s infamous 
hanging judge Roland Freisler Its 
content is outrageously racist and 
antisemitic with rock songs and ballads 
that contain lines such as: “You are a 
Jewish pig and no one loves you here” 
and “In Buchenwald, in Buchenwald, 
there we will kill the Jewish guys”. 


Heise received a suspended sentence 
of six months last July after he was 
found guilty of ordering 5,000 illegal 
CDs by the German nazi band Sturm 
18, whose lyrics are notoriously racist 


and antisemitic. In court, Heise 
claimed lamely that the CDs, 
imported from Thailand in 2003, were 
not for the German market but 
destined for Sweden. 

Heise, who has been a hardcore nazi 


for almost 20 years and has been 
imprisoned for violence, is currently a 
member of the federal executive of the 
nazi National Democratic Party 
(NPD). He also owns the hate music 
label WB Records. While awaiting 
formal charges, Heise has been busy 
pleading his innocence on the NPD’s 
website, whingeing that once again he 
is only a poor victim. 

Michael Miller is a nazi songwriter 
who will run for the NPD in the next 
elections to the Lower Saxony 
regional parliament. 

Although the production and sale of 
hate music is banned in Germany, 
many CDs are illegally imported from 
abroad. Nadja Niesen, a prosecutor in 
Frankfurt, said after the raids that the 
Scandinavian countries especially are 
known as a “safe sales region” for 
extreme-right music and that her 
office would be sending a request for 
legal assistance to the authorities in 
Denmark and Sweden. ~< 


OBITUARY 
Kurt Julius Goldstein, anti- 
fascist fighter and teacher 


From Graeme Atkinson, our European editor, in Berlin 


KURT GOLDSTEIN, who died on 26 
September aged 93, was a legendary 
anti-fascist fighter whose life was full 
of courage and who never tired of 
transmitting its lessons to young 
people eager to know what the fight 
against fascism meant in his youth and 
means today. 

Born in 1914 to a Jewish business 
family, Kurt shaped his ideas, both as a 
boy and as a young man, by what he 
saw around him, not least the poverty 
he witnessed among the coal miners 
of the Ruhr, with whom he always had 
a special affinity. 

Encouraged to read and learn by his 
father who was crippled by wounds 
sustained during the First World War, 
Kurt quickly acquired a strong sense of 
right and wrong. In 1932, he was very 
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of his activities as a member of the 
Communist Party (KPD), which he had 
joined in 1930 after two years in 
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time he was 19, the Nazis had him 
marked as a “Jew communist” and 
came to arrest him as soon as they 
came power in January 1933. Luckily 
he escaped. 

His odyssey took him to 
Luxembourg, France and_ then 
Palestine. When Franco's fascists 
moved to overthrow democracy in 
Spain in 1936, he was one of the first 
300 volunteers that October to join 
the war to defend the Spanish 
republic. Wounded by shrapnel from 
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Bafhos, he had scarcely recovered 
when he took part in 1938 in the big 
anti-fascist offensive on the Ebro. 
The words of Dolores Ibarruri, La 
Pasionaria: “It is better to die on your 
feet than to live on your knees!” 
became his life maxim. 

After Franco's victory, Kurt went to 
France and was held in_ various 
internment camps, including the 


notorious Drancy camp, for three 
years until the Germans arrested him 
and transported him to Auschwitz. 
There he was deemed fit to work and 
tattooed with the number 58866. 
Asked what work he did, he replied 
oli tnarclaWmeciiavemaat-m dave\ii (-Yele(-mer-llarcre| 
from his time among the miners as a 
young activist. For 30 months he 
worked as a slave labourer in the coal 
mines of Jawischowitz, a sub-camp of 
Auschwitz, leading resistance and 
using his military experience from 
Spain to organise sabotage wherever 
possible, together with Polish miners. 

On 17 January 1945, as the Nazis 
frantically tried to destroy the evidence 
of the Auschwitz/Birkenau death 


camp, Kurt was one of 3,000 prisoners ° 


ordered to make the “death march” 
to Buchenwald. Only 500 survived. 
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in the self-liberation of the camp and 
was among those who on the camp's 
Appellplatz swore the oath: “Never 
again war! Never again fascism!” From 
then on, his life's work was aimed at 
putting this into practice. 

Returning to a Germany shattered by 
fascism and ruined by war, Kurt first 
went back to Dortmund to work for the 
KPD but moved to East Germany in 
1951. From 1956 until his retirement 
in 1978 he held leading positions, 
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the excesses of the regime. In 1976, 
he became vice-president of the 
International Auschwitz Committee 
and from 1982 until 1991 was secretary 
of the International Federation of 
Resistance Fighters in Vienna. 

In 2002 he was unanimously elected 
honorary president of the newly 
united West and East German 
organisations of victims of fascism. 
In 2005, he was awarded Germany's 
highest civil award for his work for the 
victims of Nazi persecution. He had 
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since 1996. 

Despite the awards and_ the 
enormous esteem in which he was held 
in Germany and internationally, Kurt 
never lost his humility and continued 
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until the beginning of 2007. He did 
everything in his power to encourage 
the spirit of resistance among young 
anti-fascists and was, from the early 
1990s, a keen reader of Searchlight. 

He defined himself as “a German, 
a Jew and a communist in that 
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politicians, especially German 
politicians, who spun their supposed 
sympathy for the victims of fascism 
in the past to mask their failure 
to confront fascism in the present. 
“That makes me sick’, he said. 

To his last day, Kurt Goldstein was a 
battler for social progress and justice. 
Even at the age of 91, he and the late 
Peter Gingold sued the family of 
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slave labour. Despite the failure of the 
Soviet experiment, his firm conviction 
remained that only socialism could 
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It was for these principles that at various 
stages he had, without regret and 
unflinchingly, put his life on the line. 

The __ international anti-fascist 
movement has lost a great inspiration, 
an heroic eyewitness of immense 
importance and teacher of whom 
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Salud! si 


From Yves Gmiir for 
Lautstark in Berne 


THE FAR-RIGHT Swiss People’s 
Party (SVP) has won the most votes ever 
recorded for a single party in a Swiss 
general election. The SVP, which was 
already the country’s largest party, ran a 
viciously xenophobic campaign, grabbing 
29% of the vote on 21 October and 
gaining another seven places on the 200- 
seat National Council, giving it 62 seats. 

The Social Democrats were the 
biggest losers, ending nine seats down 
with 43, and suffering a 4% fall in their 
vote. Under the Swiss proportional 
representation system no party can hope 
for a majority of seats and the SVP, led 
by the billionaire Christoph Blocher, 
can expect to continue as part of the 
four-party coalition government. 

Until about 15 years ago the SVP was 
a centrist party. Then Blocher, now 
Minister of Justice, took over the helm 
and set it on a national-conservative 
course driven by two central policies — 
nationalist opposition to Swiss entry to 
the European Union and xenophobic 
opposition to the presence of foreigners. 
These policies proved very successful in 
attracting support. In 2000, 36.2% of 
electors voted in a referendum initiated 
by the SVP to limit the number of 
foreigners living in Switzerland. 

One of the SVP’s posters for this 
election featured a nakedly racist image 
of three white sheep kicking out a black 
sheep under the slogan: “For greater 
security’. Its campaign platform 
included a proposal that if any 
foreigner’s child commits a crime, the 
whole family should be deported. 

The SVP tried to propel its politics 
onto the streets of Berne on 6 October 
with a march by 5,000 of its racist 
supporters, far fewer than expected. 
Hundreds of young  anti-racists 
confronted and halted it. In the 
resulting battles, 18 officers were 
injured and 42 people arrested after 
police waded in with batons and used 
tear gas and rubber pellets to disperse 
protesters. An anti-racist festival in 
the city at the same time attracted 


Xenophobic party scores record vote 


Christoph Blocher spearheads the Swiss People’s Party’s xenophobic campaign 


more than 3,000 people and passed off 
peacefully. 

The Swiss media  disgracefully 
labelled the anti-racist blockade a “black 
day for democracy” and demanded 
tough measures against such actions in 
future, but said almost nothing about 
the SVP’s poisonous racism that 
prompted the protests. 

The SVP is a party with considerable 
financial resources. One reason for its 
victory is that it spent more than all the 
other parties combined. Most of the 
money probably came from Blocher’s 
billions but election campaign funding 
in Switzerland is far from transparent, a 
source of criticism by poll observers 
from the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. 

Two days after his election success, 
Blocher drew up a balance sheet of his 
four years on the seven-member Federal 
Council, which heads the Swiss 
Government executive, boasting proudly 
that he had slashed the number of 
persons in the asylum process by half. 
But he described 2,500 deserters from 


Eritrea, who following a court decision 
have a right to asylum in Switzerland, as 
“a problem”. 

Blocher’s solution to this “problem” is 
to propose an urgent federal resolution to 
remove desertion as a ground for 
obtaining refugee status in Switzerland. 
With a strengthened SVP in government 
for the next four years, this repressive 
stance will be only a beginning. ~<a 
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Stieg Larsson 1954-2004 
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SOLIDARITY WITH 
ANTI-FASCISTS IN RUSSIA 


SOME 2,000 fascists, ultra-nationalists 
and rabid antisemites, many giving 
Nazi-style salutes, marched through 
Moscow on 5 November in a renewed 
attempt to hijack the People’s Unity 
Day holiday. 

Bawling slogans such as “Glory 
to Russia” and “Russia rise up” 
the procession made its way along the 
Moscow River, carrying banners 
reading, “Tolerance equals Aids” 
and “For a Russian national state”. 
The march, organised by the nazi Slavic 
Union and the Movement Against 
Illegal Immigration (DPNI), took place 
in the run-up to the parliamentary 
election on 2 December. Alexander 
Belov, leader of the DPNI, told the rally: 
“We will free Europe! Russia will be 


white! We are the real power, not those ° 


who are hiding in the Torah!” 

Similar rallies were held in 
Vladivostok, Novosibirsk, Krasnoyarsk 
and St Petersburg, the independent 
news agency Interfax reported. 
In Vladivostok, more than 500 support- 
ers of right-wing groups carried banners 
of the Russian Club and DPNI, Russian 
state and imperial flags, and placards 
saying “Russian order to the Russian 
land”. Half the mob were boneheads 
who covered their faces with scarves. 
Although no overt Nazi symbols were in 
evidence, many demonstrators carried 
the symbol of the Russian Club, which 
looks like a swastika. 

In St Petersburg a fascist street 
demonstration ended in arrests when 
people on the DPNI’s so-called Russian 
March attacked anti-fascists, then ran 
riot outside the Chernyshevsky Garden, 
smashing the windows of a Chinese 
restaurant, an Arab café and several 
kiosks. Riot police arrested more than 
20 fascists, including Konstantin 
Dushenoy, who is currently under 
investigation for inciting ethnic hatred, 
and Nikolai Bondarik, the leader of the 
ultra-nationalist Russian Party. 

The previous week, 3,000 anti- 
fascists rallied for a march in St 
Petersburg to commemorate Nikolai 
Girenko who was _ cold-bloodedly 
assassinated at the door to_ his 


Fascist march 


endsi in violence 


From Graeme Atkinson, 
our European editor, in Berlin 


apartment by nazis in 2004. Alexei 
Voevodin, a member of a _ nazi 
bonehead group called Mad Crowd, is 
still under investigation for the 
murder. The march was supported by 
most of the mainstream parties, 
including President Vladimir Putin’s 
United Russia. 

Meanwhile, the racist and fascist 
violence continues. According to the 
Moscow Prosecutor’s Office, the 
number of “nationalistic attacks” has 
more than doubled this year. Moscow 
prosecutors have investigated 127 cases 
“connected with inter-ethnic conflicts 
and incidents of extremism’, compared 
to 52 in 2006. Both figures hugely 
understate the true position. The police 
have apparently listed more than 
20 organisations that “incite ethnic 
intolerance” and the Moscow 
prosecutors this year sent 34 cases to 
court to have publications recognised as 
extremist. They reportedly include three 
antisemitic newspapers, Duel, Zavtra 
and Russkaya Pravda. 

As if to underline the mounting 
concern over fascist violence, nazis 
attacked a Central Asian migrant on a 


Donate to the 
Russian Human Rights 
Solidarity Fund 


Please send donations to: 
Russian Human Rights Solidarity 
Campaign, c/o Searchlight, PO Box 
1576, Ilford, Essex IG5 ONG 


Or pay directly into our account at: 
Russian Human Rights 
Solidarity Campaign 

Branch Sort Code: 40-03-36 
Account Number: 41284479 

IBAN : GB76MIDL40033641284479 
SWIFT CODE : MIDLGB22 


For online donations and further 
information please visit 
www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Moscow metro train in mid-November, 
leaving him lying in a pool of blood 
with a fractured skull and other injuries. 
The victim said later that the nazis had 
attacked him with chains. 

As Searchlight goes to press, United 
Russia looks likely to win the election. 
This would strengthen the hand of 
Putin, who has attacked democratic 
rights by ordering (non-fascist) street 
protests to be broken up, banning non- 
governmental organisations, harassing 
opposition political parties and using 
election law to hinder democratic 
opponents from organising. ~= 


@ An analysis of the election results 
will appear in the January 2008 issue 
of Searchlight 
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A brave woman opposes the nazi march with a banner stating “Fascism in Russia will not pass” 
and a poster of “the great Russian poet” Alexander Pushkin, evoking his African great grandfather 
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a Main picture: People pay their 
respects at the Commando War 
Memorial at Spean Bridge on 
Remembrance Day 


(inset) BNP poppy sellers who 
responded to the call by Kenny 
mC rameciialivan(erelaceyan))} 
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